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1. What do the Key Concepts 
mean?

Peace.
Freedom from disturbance; 
tranquillity.
Mental or emotional calm.
Justice
Justice is fairness in the way 
that people are treated.
Forgiveness
Forgiveness is the act of 
pardoning an sinner.
Reconciliation
Agreement and peace between 
two people or countries who 
have quarrelled is the process 
of their becoming friends again
Are there any                 
differences between
the teachings of
Islam and 
Christianity on 
these topics?

3. The Bible and Qur’an on violence.

Old Testament                                            Jesus

Islam                   

Jesus was a pacifist.

Sanctity of life

Old and New Testament
Christianity and Islam

4. Why do people go to war?

Can you give real examples
of these  reasons for war?

5. Christians Beliefs – War

RELIGION, PEACE & CONFLICT.
7. Muslim Beliefs – War

6. What are the principles of Just War – Thomas 
Aquinas

a. War must be declared by a proper      e.g. a  government.
b. There must be a good reason for the war not just to  expand      .
c. The intention of the war must be to do good and overcome       . 
d. All other       should have been tried first e.g. diplomacy and 
e. The       that the war will do must be must be greater than the      .
f.   If it not possible to        the war it should not be started.
g. The efforts used to win should be just. Excessive        is not allowed.

h. should not be deliberately hurt.
i. The losers should be treated.

GOOD   EVIL     SOLUTIONS    CRUELTY  NEGOTIOATIONS
AUTHORITY      CIVILLIANS      WIN       TERRITORY

8. What do Muslims believe about Holy War?

“A reward for an injury is an equal injury back. If you forgive 
then God will reward you” 

“Hate your enemy mildly, he maybe your friend one day”

“If you kill one 
man, it is as if 
you killed all 

people.”

“A reward for an injury is 
an equal injury back. If you 

forgive then God will 
reward you.” 

If someone slaps you on 
one cheek, turn and offer 

him the other as well. Jesus

2. Why do people 
use violence?

One to One
1
2
Family
1
2
Crime
1
2
Society
1
2
Sport
1
2
War
1
2
Give two
examples
for each.

Declare a holy war, 
call the troops to 

arms.

Love your enemies.

The belief that human life is 
sacred or holy.

“Hate your enemy mildly, he 
maybe your friend one day.”

Hadith

Love your neighbour 
as you love yourself.

Jesus.

Resources

Religion
Economy

Nationalism

Politics

Land 
Revenge

Civil War

Human Rights 

Quakers are  Christians who work for peace. It 
has led Quakers to refuse military service and 

become conscientious objectors.

* **** *
* *

*

*

*

A Lesser Jihad is a Holy War but it 
must only be fought as a last resort.  

Military Jihad has very strict rules.  It is 
fought to overcome evil.

A Greater Jihad is  when Muslims 
makes a special effort to be pure or 

fight against their own selfish desires.  
It is a personal struggle against evil.
“That war is an ‘unwanted duty’, but if it 

becomes necessary it should be carried out 
humanely and ended as quickly as possible.”
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14. How can religious people 
help the victims of war?

What actions could a 
Christian or Muslim
take to help people 
who are affected  by
war?

The International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies
The Federation co-ordinates 
international relief  like food, 
water, medicine, shelter and visit 
prisoners-of-war and civilians in 
prison  of war camps.

9. How do religions cause war 
and violence today?

Purely religious wars  caused less than 
2% of all people killed in warfare.

However... 
People on either side are divided by their 
religion even though that is not why the 

war started.
Modern Examples

Yugoslav Wars. Orthodox, Catholic V 
Muslim populations of former Yugoslavia. 
Pakistan and India Partition  displaced 
up to 12.5 million people, with up to a 
million killed. 
The Afghan war.  America + allies invade 
Afghanistan
The Iraq war. The UN invades  Iraq.

13. How can religions encourage 
peace-making?

The Anglican Pacifist Fellowship
They believe Christians should 
never support, justify or wage 
war.
They organise a Week of Prayer 
for World Peace. Produce 
newsletters organise events to 
raise awareness of pacifism.

The Muslim Peace Fellowship
They believe in the practice of 
Islam through non violence 
personally, in families, 
communities and the world.
They organise conferences and 
meetings to discuss pacifism and 
publish leaflets.

12. What is pacifism?

Non Violence                Violence    

10. What do religions say about 
violent protest and terrorism?

UK Law - Both Not Allowed
Peaceful protest allowed. Police must 
be informed of marches. Route can be 
changed.
Christianity – Both Not Allowed
Peaceful protest allowed eg  Martin 
Luther king.

Islam – Both Not Allowed
Peaceful protest allowed. Muslims only 
allowed to use violence in self defence.

In what ways can people protest in a 
non-violent way?
Do you think it is successful?

11. What are WMD?

RELIGION, PEACE & CONFLICT.

* No one should 
attack Mohammed 
(PBUH) or making 
fun of him. 
* Mohammed 
(PBUH) is the 
example that all 
Muslims follow.
* People should 
show respect to 
each others feelings 
and beliefs.

*do not feel that 
they have to fight 
back with violence.  
*ask what would 
Jesus do? Jesus 
was a pacifist,
* do not want to 
live poisoned by 
hatred .
* try to forgive and 
*try to understand.

Nuclear

Biological

Chemical

Use of biological toxins or infectious 
bacteria, viruses, and fungi with the 
intent to kill or incapacitate humans, 
animals or plants. Example Anthrax

A chemical weapon uses chemicals
formulated to inflict death or harm on 
humans. Nerve gas and tear gas are 
modern examples of chemical weapons
Example Mustard Gas

An explosive device that gets its 
destructive force from nuclear
reactions, either fission or  both.
Example Hiroshima

Just War.
The good the war 
must do must be 
greater than the 

harm.
The efforts used to 
win must be just.
Innocent civilians 

must not be 
harmed.

Harb al Muqadis
Innocent people 

should not be  
hurt eg. women, 
children or old 

people. Property 
must not be 

damaged
Poisoning of wells 

is forbidden

To resist without bitterness
To be cursed and not reply

To be beaten and not hit back.

An eye for an eye just makes the whole 
world blind

If someone 
slaps you on 
one cheek, 

turn and offer 
him the other 
as well. Jesus

“O You who believe! 
Enter absolutely into 

peace. Do not follow in 
the footsteps of Satan. 

He is an outright enemy 
to you.”

The Effects of War

Human/Mental

Human/Physical

Environmental

Human Rights

Infrastructure

Economic



Anti-war

Civil war

Conflict
Conventional 
warfare

Forgiveness

Genocide

Guerrilla warfare

Holy war
Humanitarian 
organisation

Justice

Just War

Nuclear weapons

Pacifism 

Peace

Protest

Reconciliation

Retaliation

Terrorism

War

WMDs

Religion, Peace and Conflict



Useful Quotations: Religion, war and conflict

If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also
Matthew 5:39

The purpose of all wars is peace
St Augustine

God's love is too great to be confined to any one side of a conflict or to any one religion 
Desmond Tutu  

Love your neighbour as yourself 
Mark 12:31

If anyone kills a person – unless in retribution for murder or spreading corruption in the land – it is as if he 
kills all mankind, while if any saves a 
life it is as if he saves the lives of all of mankind 
Qur’an 5:32

Do not take life which God has made sacred, except by right
Qur’an 17:33

Those who have been attacked are permitted to take up arms because they have been wronged 
Qur’an 22:39

There is cause to act against those who oppress people…..though if a person is patient and forgives, this is 
one of the greatest things
Qur’an 42-43

Do not contribute to your destruction with your own hands, but do good, for God loves those who do good
Qur’an 2:195

God commands justice…and prohibits wrongdoing and injustice
Qur’an 16:90

Pardon each other’s faults and God will grant you honour
Hadith



Religion,  Peace and Conflict

1.   Which term refers to the idea that there should be fairness 
for all in the world?(1)

A. Defence B. Peace
C.   Immortality D.  Justice 

2. Name two causes of war (2)

3.    Explain two contrasting beliefs in contemporary British 
society about  terrorism. 

In your answer you should refer to the main religious tradition of 
Great Britain and one or more other religious traditions. (4)

4.     Explain two religious beliefs about pacifism. Refer to 
scripture or sacred writing in your answer. (5)

5.     “ Countries with nuclear weapons should get rid of them”. 

In your answer you should: 
• Give reasoned arguments to support this statement.
• Give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view.
• Refer to religious arguments
• May refer to non religious arguments
• Reach a justified conclusion. (12)

Spend 25 minutes on these questions. 



Origins (Beginnings) of the 
World

Christianity 
-Genesis 1 states that the world 
was created in 6 days with God 
resting on the 7th day whilst John 
1 (Logos) is a more mysterious, 
philosophical version. 
Islam
-The Qur’an describes the 
creation of the world by Allah in 
six days, similar to Genesis 
‘Allah created the heavens and 
the earth and all that is between 
them in six days’ (Qur’an 7:54) 

The Big Bang Theory 
A scientific theory which states 
that 14 billion years ago, the 
universe was in a hot, dense 
state, packed into a space 
smaller than a pinhead. In a 
fraction of a second, it 
expanded and exploded and is 
still expanding today. As it 
cooled, the earth was formed 
(4.5 billion years ago).
Is the Big Bang theory                    
compatible with  Genesis 1 
and the Qur’an? 

Evolution
A theory put forward by Darwin 

that all species adapt to their 
surroundings (natural 

selection).It also states that all 
species evolved from a single 
celled sea creature into more 

complex creatures.
What evidence for evolution is 
most convincing? Fossils? Your 

appendix or coccyx? Sea 
creatures being the oldest ?

FOR BIG BANG:
-Qur’an mentions an explosion at start of world
-Bible- ‘Let there be light’-An explosion?
AGAINST BIG BANG
-No specific mention in either Qur’an/Bible
-World is too detailed to be created scientifically
FOR EVOLUTION:
-Time for God in Qur’an/ Bible is not the same 
for humans- 6 days could have been a lot longer
-Qur’an states that all life came from water.
AGAINST EVOLUTION:
-Offensive to suggest humans evolved from apes
-Literal views of Bible/Qur’an cannot allow it 

Planet Earth 
Awe and wonder- The sense of amazement that 
something is greater than you (e.g. watching sunset)
Stewardship- human beings must take care of planet 
earth as it is God’s, not ours (khalifah in Islam)
‘You are stewards not owners of creation’- St. Francis
Dominion- the idea that God has given human beings 
the earth and its resources to use as we please
’Have dominion over the fish of the sea and the birds 
of the air and every living thing’ (God in Genesis 1) 

Which idea should Christians and Muslims                                  
follow- stewardship or dominion?
Explain why? 

Care for the Environment
Use of natural resources
-Fossil fuels such as coal, oil and 
gas produce C02 when burned 
to produce energy/ electricity
-Huge amounts of food/ water 
wasted every day
-Throwaway culture- glass, 
plastic, metal not recycled 
Human effects on environment
• Air pollution- greenhouse gas
• Noise pollution-factories/cars
• Water pollution- plastic in sea
• Light- streetlamps/ signs 
• Visual- litter/ factories/roads

Animals for Food
Factory farming- an intensive 
method of farming to produce 
high product and high profit 
(animals live in cramped, 
indoor conditions)
Free range- animals are free to 
roam in better surroundings
Vegan- someone who does not 
eat any animal product (milk, 
eggs, meat, fish, honey etc.)
Vegetarian- someone who 
does not eat meat or fish. 

Animal Experimentation
Testing products on live animals 

(rats, cats, monkeys etc.)
Medicine- Christians and Muslims 
may accept the testing 
of medicines to save human lives
‘Saving a life is equal to saving all 
of mankind’- Qur’an 
Cosmetics (make-up/     
shampoo)- Muslims and 
Christians may reject- not 
necessary & for vanity
-Did you know? Animals can feel 
pain     -Dogs can understand basic 
sums  -Rats look after sick rats 

RELIGION & LIFE



Sanctity of Life vs. Quality of Life

SANCTITY OF LIFE- Christian/ 
Muslims belief that life is SACRED 

(holy) as it is created by God
QUALITY OF LIFE- the belief that 
it is important to have a good life 

Things which affect it:
Disabilities- mental or physical 

Poverty/ Homelessness
Being in pain or suffering 

Not having a loving, caring family

What is more important to you-
sanctity or quality of life? 

Abortion
The deliberate ending of a 

pregnancy before it results in 
the birth of a baby

The Law (UK)
-Abortions must take place 

before 24 weeks of pregnancy
-2 doctors must give permission
-Only in cases where the baby is 
a risk to the mother’s mental or 
physical health OR a risk to her 

existing children
-Allowed in cases where the 

baby will be mentally or 
physically disabled.

CHRISTIAN BELIEFS FOR ABORTION
-SOME Christians e.g. Protestants/ Methodists 
may allow an abortion IF it is the lesser of two 
evils (i.e. it is the kindest thing to do- if the 
mother’s life is at risk or if the mother was raped).
CHRISTIAN BELIEFS AGAINST ABORTION
-ROMAN CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS are completely 
AGAINST abortion in any circumstances- even if 
the mother’s life is at risk. It is a grave sin to 
them.
‘You shall not kill’- Ten Commandments (Bible)
‘I [God] knit you together in your mother’s womb’. 
(Psalm 139, The Bible). 

MUSLIM BELIEFS FOR ABORTION
-Muslims believe Allah breathes a soul into the 
baby at 120 days of pregnancy- an abortion would 
be less sinful before this time. 
-Abortion is permitted if the mother’s life is at 
risk.
MUSLIM BELIEFS AGAINST ABORTION
-Abortion is not allowed generally and not 
allowed if someone is concerned about quality of 
life.
‘Do not kill your children for fear of poverty’ 
(Qur’an)
‘Killing one innocent person is equal to killing all of 
mankind’ (Qur’an) Euthanasia

Meaning a good or easy death
When people are old or disabled, 
some want to end their own lives.

Types of euthanasia 
Voluntary- asked for

Involuntary- unable to ask patient
Active- giving a deadly drug

Passive- not doing anything to 
save a patient/ stopping 

treatment
Assisted suicide is illegal in the UK 

although doctors are allowed to     
use passive euthanasia e.g. if 

someone asks not to be 
resuscitated. 

The Afterlife (see Y10 
booklet for in-depth 
Christian and Muslim 

beliefs)
Evidence for immortality
Near death experiences
Psychics and mediums
Ghost encounters
Scripture (Bible/ Qur’an)

Research Pam Reynolds 
who had a near death 
experience- is this good 
evidence for immortality?

Christian Views on Euthanasia
FOR- it may be the most loving 
thing to do to relieve suffering 

AGAINST- Roman Catholics believe 
it is equal to murder

Muslim Views on Euthanasia
FOR- Muslims allow palliative care ( 

giving a suffering patient strong 
pain killers which might bring death 
slightly closer but the intention is to 

relieve pain not to bring about 
death) 

AGAINST- in the Hadith, a soldier 
who opens his wounds to make him 

die more quickly is not granted 
paradise- also suicide is haraam. 

RELIGION & LIFE



Abortion

Afterlife

Animal rights

Awe

Big Bang Theory 

Charles Darwin

Creation

Conception

Conservation

Dominion

Environment

Euthanasia

Evolution

Fossil fuels

Hospice

Natural 

resources

Pesticide

Pro-life

Quality of life

Right to die

Sanctity of life

Science

Stewardship

Sustainable 

energy

Religion and Life



Useful Quotations: Religion and life

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in 
the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  
John 1:1–3  

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God 
said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
Genesis 1:1–3. 

God so loved the world that He gave His one and only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish 
but have eternal life. 
John 3:16

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right had of the Father, and He will come to judge the 
living and the dead: I believe in…….. 
The resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting.
The Apostle’s Creed

I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.   
John 14:6

Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness
Genesis 1:27  

GOD said ‘Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves 
on the ground.’
Genesis 1:28  

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it 
Psalm 24:1

Before I formed you in the womb I knew you
Jeremiah 1:5

We are stewards, not owners of creation
St Francis of Assisi 

Read: In the Name of your Lord who created. 
Created man from a clot. Read: And your Lord is the Most Generous. 
He who taught by the pen. 
Taught man what he never knew. 
Qur’an 96:1–5.



Allah will cause those who believed and acted righteously to enter the Gardens beneath which rivers flow. 
They shall be decked in them with bracelets of gold and pearls and their raiment shall be of silk.
Qur’an 22:23

He first created man from clay….then He moulded him; He breathed from His Spirit into him
Qur’an 30:20

It is to God that everything in the heavens and earth belongs: God is fully aware of all things
Qur’an 4:126
Whoever kills a sparrow or anything bigger than that, without a just cause, God will hold him accountable on 
the Day of Judgement  
Hadith  

You were lifeless and He gave you life
Qur’an 2:28  

Do not kill your children for fear of poverty…..killing them is a great sin
Qur’an 17:31

If anyone kills a person – unless in retribution for murder or spreading corruption in the land – it is as if he 
kills all mankind, while if any saves a life it is as if he saves the lives of all of mankind
Qur’an 5:32



Religion and Life

1.   Which term most accurately means  ‘a good death’? (1)

A. Abortion B. Anaesthetic
C.   Euthanasia D.  Sanctity of life 

2. Give two conditions in which it may be legal for a 
woman to have an abortion in the UK. (2)

3.    Explain two contrasting beliefs in contemporary British 
society about animal experimentation. 

In your answer you should refer to the main religious tradition of 
Great Britain and one or more other religious traditions. (4)

4.     Explain two religious beliefs about euthanasia. Refer to 
scripture or sacred writing in your answer. (5)

5.     “ Stewardship is the most important duty of a religious 
believer’. 

In your answer you should: 
• Give reasoned arguments to support this statement.
• Give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view.
• Refer to religious arguments
• May refer to non religious arguments
• Reach a justified conclusion. (12)

Spend 25 minutes on these questions. 



HUMAN RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE .

What are prejudice, 
discrimination and racism?

Injustice – not treating people with 
fairness. 
Discrimination: Treating groups of 
people differently. 
Prejudice: Judging people without 
reason.
Racism: Treating people differently 
because of the colour of their skin.

What types of prejudice are there?
RACISM   SEXISM  AGEISM  

ISLAMAPHOBIA  HOMOPHOBIA
ZENOPHOBIA  DISABILITY

What are the causes of prejudice?

Can you give examples of 
positive discrimination?

STEREOTYPING

SCAPEGOATING
FEAR

IGNORANCE
HISTORICAL EXPERIENCE

LAW + GOVERNMENT

What does religion say about 
prejudice?

What do the Quakers 
believe about prejudice?

How do the Five Pillars
of Islam demonstrate 
equality?

CHRISTIAN TEACHING

GOD IS THE CREATOR OF ALL HUMANS

JESUS CAME TO SAVE ALL PEOPLE FROM SIN

THE LIFE OF JESUS IS AN EXAMPLE IN EQUALITY 
IN ACTION.

MUSLIM TEACHING
GOD IS THE CREATOR OF ALL HUMANS
ON HAJJ, ALL MUSLIMS  SHOW EQUALITY
‘UMMAH’ IS THE WORLDWIDE
COMMUNITY OF MUSLIMS. 
THEY ARE CONSIDERED BROTHERS AND
SISTERS.

“All people are equal as  the teeth of a 

comb.  No Arab can claim merit over a 

non-Arab, nor a white over a black person, 

nor a male over a female.”  (Hadith)

Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised

or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 

slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all

What does religion say about 
the status of women?

Christianity – Negative
*Jesus only chose male disciples.
*In most churches women are not allowed 
to be priests.
*The Catholic Church says that only men 
can be priest.
Christianity – Positive
*Jesus treated women equally
*Mary Magdalene was the first to see the 
risen Jesus.
*In 1992 The Anglican church voted to 
allow women to become priests.

Islam  - Negative
Men are managers of the affairs of women 
because Allah has made the one superior 

to the other, 
Islam – Positive
. As to those women on whose part you 
fear disloyalty and ill-conduct, admonish 
them (first), (Next), refuse to share their 
beds, (And last) beat them (lightly);
Mohammed the Feminist
How did Mohammed improve the rights of 
women?

Women should remain silent in the churches. 
They are not allowed to speak, but must be in 

submission.  St Paul

What does religion say about 
homosexuality?

Christianity – Jesus No comment on the 
issue.  “Do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you”
Christianity-Fundamentalists CATHOLIC
*Homosexuality is a sin punished by 
death.
*People become or choose to be gay. 
*God made all people straight.

“Those who… practice 
homosexuality…none of these will inherit 

the Kingdom of God.
"If a man practices homosexuality .. They 

must both be put to death.
Christianity-Liberal QUAKERS
Being gay is genetically decided.. 
Sexually-active gays should be welcomed.
Homosexual people can become priests.

Islam
A sin punishable by death. Qur’an,
They are to be beheaded or stoned to 
death. Applies to women and men. 
Shari’ah law – Saudi Arabia

"If a man who is not married is seized 
committing sodomy, he will be stoned to 

death." Hadith.

What does religion say about 
disability?

Christianity.
*Jesus performed miracles to cure 
physical and mental disabilities.

“When…you give a feast, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind.

*God created all people.
“Who has made man's mouth? Who 

makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or 
blind? Is it not I, the Lord?

The Anglican Church –” Promote their 
well-being, acting with the sense of 
justice and the compassion that the 
Lord so clearly desires”
Islam.
*God created all people as they are.
*Disability is a test of faith.

We create man from a drop of 
thickened fluid to test him. 

“No person shall have a burden laid on 
him greater than he can bear” (2:286).
The Muslim Council of Great Britain.
“All their needs should be fulfilled and 
they should not be isolated as they are 

an integral part of the society.”

REMEMER the Question of Suffering

What does religion say about
Freedom of speech

Christians believe..“The truth, and the 
truth shall make you free” (John 8:32)
Freedom involves a choice to do good 
or evil – Adam and Eve  - Judgement
They ask,  “What would Jesus do?”
Christians agree with freedom of 
speech.
Muslims believe in freedom of 
expression but you are responsible not 
to upset others. Muslims believe that 
Shirk  is a sin.

"Who can be more wicked than one 
who inventeth a lie against Allah?“ 

*Mohammed said, “Whoever curses a 
prophet, kill him”

What does religion say about
choice of religion?

Christianity is a free choice based on 
faith. People can leave the religion at 
any time.  Muslims believe, “ “Let him 
who will believe and let him who will 
disbelieve.” People will be judged.
Apostasy  - the rejection of Islam by a 
Muslim or turning to another religion. 
In some Muslim countries is 
punishable by death.



HUMAN RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE .

How should we use our wealth?
Christians and Muslims believe that it is 
acceptable to earn money providing that 
you do not keep your wealth only for 
yourself.
The Bible encourages Christians to save 
their money and be sensible but also to 
give 10% to charity (known as a tithe). 
“Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom 
of God.“ (The Bible)

‘The poor will enter Paradise before the 
rich by half a day, which is 500 years’. 
(The Hadith)   In Islam, Muslims give 
zakat (charity between 2.5% and 10% of 
income) as it is one of the 5 Pillars-
sadaqah is extra giving. Shi’as also give 
khums (religious tax). 

Exploitation of the poor
Exploitation: the act of treating someone unfairly 
to benefit from them e.g. ‘Zero hours contracts’: 
jobs which have no guaranteed working hours-
often exploit the poor. 
ADVANTAGES of zero hour contracts 
-Flexible
-Good for students and those who have other 
commitments
-Good for the employer
-Allows flexibility for more/less busy times 
DISADVANTAGES
-Unable to get a mortgage
-Insecure
-Haven’t always got a guaranteed wage
-Employee can leave at any time
-Favouritism 
Islam and Christianity believe pay should be fair:
‘You are all equal as the teeth of a comb’ (Hadith) 
‘For God does not show favouritism’ (Bible)

Human trafficking
This is the illegal act of moving people from one 

area to another, to exploit them (for work or sex)
Slavery was a common part of life during Biblical ad 
Qur’anic times. However, Christians and Muslims 
disagree with ANY type of human trafficking or 
modern-day slavery. 
‘Speak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves’. (Proverbs 31:8, The Bible)
‘Whoever wants to enter Paradise, let him treat 
people the way he would love to be treated’ (Hadith)

Charity/ Zakat 
Muslims and Christians believe that it is imperative 
to give money to those less fortunate. Charities 
exist to support people in less economically 
developed countries to give international aid of 
food, emergency shelters, building supplies etc. 

Some charities work in the UK in local communities.

Why are people in poverty?
Causes of poverty:
Addiction Dependency Apathy?
Disease War Corruption
Low access to education     Poor healthcare
Ways to tackle poverty:
Prayer Charity/ Zakat Raise taxes
Government Investment

Strengthen families and communities
Improve benefits system

Excessive interest on loans- causes poverty for those who 
borrow money from payday loans companies
Interest: the cost of borrowing money (usually presented 
as ‘% APR’) (Known as riba in Islam) 
“If you lend money to one of my people among you who is 
needy, charge no interest”. (Bible)- although Christians do 
not treat interest as seriously as Muslims (it is haraam):
“A dirham of Riba knowingly taken by a man is a sin worse 
than committing Zina (fornication) 36 times” (Hadith)

‘Poor people should do more to get themselves 
out of poverty’. If this was a 12 mark question, 
how would you answer it? 2 sides + opinion

Should the government make zero hours 
contracts illegal? In terms of pay, why do 
men earn more than women?
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Useful Quotations: Religion, human rights and social justice

Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action is dead
James 2:17  

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
1 Corinthians 12:27  

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat….I was in prison and you came to visit me
Matthew 25:35-36 (The Parable of the Sheep and the Goats)  

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness
Matthew 5:10  

There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus  
Galatians 3:28

Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the 
faith and is worse than an unbeliever
1 Timothy 5:8  

Blessed are the merciful
Matthew 5:7  

The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil
1 Timothy 6:10  

Love your neighbour as yourself
Mark 12:31

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us
The Lord’s Prayer  

Women should remain silent in the churches
1 Corinthians 14:34-35  

Do not exploit the poor because they are poor  
Proverbs 22:22

I look to a day when people will not be judged by the colour of their skin, but by the content of their 
character.
Martin Luther King Jnr

Alms [charity] are meant only for the poor, the needy
Qur’an 9:60

A man should not stay with a woman in seclusion unless he is a relative
Hadith  



Heaven is under the feet of the mothers
Hadith  

People, We created you all from a single man and a single woman, and made you into races and tribes so 
that you should recognise on another
Qur’an 49:13

Eat and drink, but do not be extravagant
Qur’an 7:31

There is cause to act against those who oppress people…..though if a person is patient and forgives, this is 
one of the greatest things
Qur’an 42-43

Be compassionate towards the destitute
Hadith

God commands justice…and prohibits wrongdoing and injustice
Qur’an 16:90



Religion, Human Rights and Social Justice

1.   Which of the following expresses the idea that wealth and 
opportunities should be fairly distributed? (1)

A. Social justice B. Tolerance 
C.   Compassion D.  Discrimination 

2. Give two causes of racism. (2)

3.    Explain two contrasting beliefs in contemporary British 
society about the status of women in religion. 

In your answer you should refer to the main religious tradition of 
Great Britain and one or more other religious traditions. (4)

4.     Explain two religious beliefs about the exploitation of the 
poor. Refer to scripture or sacred writing in your answer. (5)

5.     “ Poor people should do more to help themselves”. 

In your answer you should: 
• Give reasoned arguments to support this statement.
• Give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view.
• Refer to religious arguments
• May refer to non religious arguments
• Reach a justified conclusion. (12)

Spend 25 minutes on these questions. 



What do the Key Concepts 
mean?

Law and order
The rules of our society and 
how they are enforced.
Morality-
A person’s or religion’s beliefs 
about what is right and wrong
Evil
Act which is wicked or immoral
Forgiveness
Forgiveness is the act of 
pardoning an sinner.
Justice
A belief in what is right and fair. 
The main aim of the criminal 
justice system. 
Are there any                 
differences between
the teachings of
Islam and 
Christianity on 
these topics?

Religious attitudes toward law breakers

Crime and Punishment.
What are the aims of 

punishment? 

Why do people 
commit crime?

Upbringing

Mental illness
Poverty

Addiction

Greed/hate

Opposition to 

existing laws

Explain how each of 
these factors could 
cause people to 
commit crimes

Parable of the Sheep and 
Goats

‘Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the 
creation of the world. 35 For… 
I was in prison and you came 
to visit me.’

Matthew 25:34-36

“God commands 
justice…and 

prohibits 
wrongdoing, and 

injustice…”
Qur’an 16:90

Deterrence-

Retribution-

Reformation-

Explain the advantages and 
disadvantages of each method.

Murder: The deliberate killing 
of someone.

Theft: To permanently 
deprive someone of 
something they own.

Hate crime: Any crime that is 
motivated by prejudice in a 
negative way. This could be 
because of race, gender, 
religion, sexuality or disability.

Prejudice: To pre-judge 
someone before getting to 
know them.

Advantages Disadvantages

Protect society 
from dangerous 
and violent 
criminals

Prisons breed 
resentment, 
bitterness and 
revenge

Stop people 
reoffending

Most reoffend on 
release – doesn’t 
change 
behaviour

Act as a deterrent 
to others and 
ensure that the 
law is respected

Prison record 
makes it difficult 
to get a job on 
release

Give criminals a 
chance to reflect 
on their actions

Offenders 
families suffer 
through no fault 
of their own

What are the different attitudes 
to the treatment of criminals?

Different types of crimes

Some believe a punishment should be equal to 
the crime.

Others think they should be helped to stop them 
from doing it again. It is the crime they hate not 
the person. Lawbreakers still have rights and the 
inhumane treatment of them is wrong.

Most believe that offenders should be 
punishment and then helped to change their 
ways.
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Forgiveness

What is capital punishment?

The death penalty is capital punishment

Are any crimes so bad that they warrant the 
death penalty? 

Arguments For-
“It is a deterrent and puts people of committing 
horrendous crimes”
Arguments Against

Religious  attitudes  toward capital punishment

‘Do not judge, and you will 
not be judged. Do not 
condemn, and you will not 
be condemned. Forgive, 
and you will be forgiven’. 
John 8:7, The Bible 

Christians believe that Jesus 
Christ died on the cross for 
the forgiveness of the sins 
of the whole world. 
Therefore, we ought to 
practice forgiveness in our 
own lives.

Are there some crimes 
which are unforgivable?

Forgiveness 
‘Allah is the Most Merciful’ Quran – (suggests Muslims 
should try and show this to others as they expect Allah to 
show mercy to them)
‘..act forgivingly ..Do you not like God to pardon you? God is 
Forgiving, Merciful’ Qur’an (suggests that if we expect Allah 
to pardon us then we should be prepared to pardon others)
‘Practice forgiveness… Command decency’ (forgiveness is 
essential so if a criminal serves a punishment and is forgiven 
by the victim them that will inspire a decent living after)
Some punishments cannot be forgiven according to some 
Muslims – but for many others the death penalty for Shirk or 
murder can still see the criminal forgiven even though 
punished
‘To forgive it is closer to piety’ Qur’an (suggests that 
forgiveness is the ultimate response gaining reward for the 
forgiver)
Fixed punishments can be waivered in the event of 
repentance

“I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
but rather that they turn away from their ways 

and live” 
Ezekiel 33:11

“If you have forgiven men who have 
sinned against you, your Heavenly 

Father will forgive you”
Matthew 6:14

“Whoever sheds human blood, by 
human shall their blood be shed” 

Genesis 9:6 

“Long-term imprisonment is severe enough 
to deter any rational person from 
committing a violent crime.” 

Take not life, which God has made sacred, 
except by way of justice and law. Thus does He 
command you, so that you may learn wisdom

Qur'an 6:151

Crime and Punishment.
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Useful Quotations: Religion, crime and punishment

Blessed are the merciful
Matthew 5:7  

If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also
Matthew 5:39

Love your neighbour as yourself
Mark 12:31

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us
The Lord’s Prayer  

Without forgiveness, there's no future
Desmond Tutu  

But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for a life, an eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth’.
Exodus 21: 23-24 

When an unmarried male commits adultery with an unmarried female, they should receive one hundred 
lashes and banishment for one year. And in the case of a married male committing adultery with a married 
female, they shall receive one hundred lashes and be stoned to death.
Hadith

If anyone kills a person – unless in retribution for murder or spreading corruption in the land – it is as if he 
kills all mankind, while if any saves a life it is as if he saves the lives of all of mankind
Qur’an 5:32

Do not take life which God has made sacred, except by right
Qur’an 17:33

There is cause to act against those who oppress people…..though if a person is patient and forgives, this is 
one of the greatest things
Qur’an 42-43

God commands justice…and prohibits wrongdoing and injustice
Qur’an 16:90

Pardon each other’s faults and God will grant you honour
Hadith

Do not contribute to your destruction with your own hands, but do good, for God loves those who do good
Qur’an 2:195



Religion, Crime and Punishment

1.   Which one of the following terms represents the idea that the 
aim of punishment should be for criminals to change their ways?

(1)
A. Protection B. Corporal punishment
C.   Reformation D.  Deterrence 

2. Give two reasons people commit crime. (2)

3.    Explain two contrasting beliefs in contemporary British 
society about corporal punishment. 

In your answer you should refer to the main religious tradition of 
Great Britain and one or more other religious traditions. (4)

4.     Explain two religious beliefs about the death penalty for 
murder. (5)

5.     “Criminals will never change their ways”. 

In your answer you should: 
• Give reasoned arguments to support this statement.
• Give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view.
• Refer to religious arguments
• May refer to non religious arguments
• Reach a justified conclusion. (12)

Spend 25 minutes on these questions. 


