
Landscapes: created by the interaction of human and physical factors 

Distinct (stands out) Landscapes: 

Landscapes are the physical (natural) and hu-

man features of a place. They are shaped by 

water, ice, the weather and people.  

Relief: The relief of the land means the shape 

of the land e.g. steep, hilly, flat or gently slop-

ing. Fig 1 show the main upland areas found 

in the UK.  
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The low land areas are found in Fig 2. Low 

land areas are mainly found in the south 

east England where the population density 

is higher (easier to build on).  

Fig 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The relief is responsible for a WET west/DRY 

east as the Pennines or backbone of England 

pushes air up to cool, condense and precipi-

tate. The east is therefore a rainshadow/lee. 

Geology – the study of rocks 

Rocks can be hard or soft, permeable 

(lets water through) or impermeable 

(won’t let water through).   

Hard rocks are less resistant to erosion 

and weathering.  Older hard rocks are 

classed as igneous (e.g. granite) or meta-

morphic (e.g. slate) and are found in the 

north of the UK. Younger soft rocks are 

usually sedimentary rocks made up of 

sediments/bits e.g. limestone, mudstone 

or sandstone and are more likely to be 

found in the south of the UK.  

Chalk is classed as sedimentary rock and 

is soft and permeable.  It weathers to 

create deep fertile alkaline soil and roll-

ing hills e.g. South Downs. Granite is 

classed as igneous rock and is hard and 

impermeable.  It is slow to weather and  

creates poor thin waterlogged acid soils 

and mountains e.g. Isle of Skye.  

Geomorphic processes:  

Geomorphic processes are the ways in which 

land is changed i.e through weathering, ero-

sion, transportation and deposition.  

Weathering - the breakdown or loosening up 

of rocks by the following: 

 Mechanical or freeze-thaw action whereby 

water enters into cracks in the rock and 

freezes at night and thaws in the morning 

expanding the cracks. 

 Biological weathering whereby the land is 

weakened by animals burrowing and roots 

of plants penetrating into the rocks to 

break them down.   

 Chemical weathering whereby the PH of 

the rain chemically attacks the minerals in 

the rock.  

Erosion - the wearing of the land. 

 Hydraulic Action: erosion of the land 

through the movement of water. 

 Abrasion/Corrasion: the scraping away of 

the land by the load/sediment in the water. 

 Solution: the chemical reaction between 

the acidity of the water and the minerals in 

the land. 

 Attrition:  the collision of load becoming 

smoother and smaller. 

Deposition - the putting down of sediment 

 Occurs when there is little energy. 

Transportation -  the movement of load  

 Traction- Heavy rocks and boulders are 
rolled along the river bed. 

 Saltation- Small stones and pebbles are 
‘bounced’ along the river bed. 

 Suspension- Very small particles of sand 
or clay that are ‘suspended’ in the water. 

 Solution- Takes place when material is 
dissolved in the water, it is invisible and 
does not colour the water.   

River Features: 
V-Shaped valley: Upper Course 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Waterfalls and Gorges: A natural step in 
the  landscape when the river flows over 
hard rock then soft.  
 
 
 
 
 
Meander and Ox-bow Lake - two outside 
bends meet. 
 

Floodplain and Levees: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Coastal Features: Headlands (more re-
sistant) and Bays (less resistant).  
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