
Dynamic Development: an improvement in living standards through better use of resources. 

Classification of Economic Development:  

Advanced countries (ACs): Countries that are 

wealthy and have a wide range of jobs and 

many tertiary services. Has a high standard of 

living e.g. USA Canada, UK, Germany.  

 

Emerging and developing countries (EDCs): 

Countries that are in transition from being 

LICD’s to becoming ACs e.g. India, China, Rus-

sia. Has an improving quality of life. 
 

Low-income developing countries (LIDCs): 

Countries that are poor and have a narrow 

range of jobs and few services. Have a low 

standard of living or quality of life e.g. DRC 

 

 

 

 

 

Types of Development: 

Economic (money/wealth) development: an 

increase in the total goods and services a 

country produces. 

 

Social (people) development: an improve-

ment in human welfare to meet people’s 

needs in a country. 

 

Sustainable development: economic, social 

and environmental development to meet 

people’s needs now without compromising 

the ability of future generations to meet 

their own needs.  

Measures of development: 

£ Economic Indicators = Gross National  

Income GNI (the sum of all money earned in 

a country). Gross Domestic Product GDP 

(total value of what the country produces). 

To find the real wealth of a country we need 

to divide the GNI by it’s population. 

This gives us GNI/capita or average 

wealth per person. 

However this does not take into account 

the cost of living between countries. As 

the same amount of money can buy more 

goods in a different country. Therefore 

GNI/capita at purchasing power parity 

(PPP) take this into account. 

Wealth is never divided out evenly there-

fore social indicator must be taken into 

account.  

Social indicators = birth rate, death rate, 

literacy rates, life expectation, doctor 

ratio, infant mortality, calorie intake. 

Human Development Indicator HDI is an 

accurate measurement of development 

as it combines wealth, health and educa-

tion (GDP per capita PPP, Life expectancy 

and the number of adult literacy rates). 

HDI scores range from 0 (lowest) 1 (High)

BRIC’S  

These are Brazil, Russia, India and China. 

These are large countries with rapidly growing 

economies, as measured by gross domestic 

product (GDP) These countries have the po-

tential to be the world’s largest economies by 

2050.  

MINT’S 

In 2014 another group of countries was iden-

tified as having the potential to become major 

world economies by 2050. These are Mexico, 

Indonesia, Nigeria and Turkey.  

 

Factors Affecting Development 

 

More likely to develop: 

 Physical factors = flat, moderate climate, 

raw materials, fertile soils, water supply, 

and coastline (trade). 

 Political Factors  = stable government.  

 Economic Factors = historical trade links.  

Less Likely to develop: 

 Physical factors = steep, mountainous, 

extreme climate, too hot, wet, dry, lack of 

raw materials  e.g. coal, gas, iron ore, in-

fertile soils, poor water supply, landlocked. 

 Political Factors  = war or unstable and 

corrupt government. 

 Economic Factors = no historical trade 

links and lots of debt, primary industry.  

Rostow’s Model of economic development 
 
This model predicts how a country’s level of 
economic development changes over time. 
It shows how a country’s economy changes 
from relying on mostly primary industry, 
through secondary industry to tertiary and 
quaternary industry. 
 
As a country progresses then so does the 
standard of living. Quality of life improves.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are 5 stages, where 1 is the lowest 
stage of development and 5 is the highest. 
 

Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s)  

1) Halve the number of people living in ex-
treme poverty. 

2) Make sure all children have a primary 
education. 
3) Increase the number of girls and wom-
en in education and paid employment. 
4) Reduce death rates in children under 5 
by two thirds. 
5) Reduce death rates amongst women 
caused by pregnancy or childbirth by ¾. 
6) Stop the spread of diseases like HIV 
and Malaria. 
7) Protect the environment by having 
sustainable development. 
8) Make sure countries around the world 
worked together to help LIDCs develop. 
 

AID = Does it help develop a country? 
 

Is the aid long term or short term? Will it 
last or just save lives after a disaster of 
some sort?  
 

Is the aid sustainable in that it is value for 
money, meets the needs of people and 
doesn’t damage the environment?  
 

Is there a catch? Is it a loan? It is tied?  
 

Is it a bottom up type of aid—given to the 
people through a NGO (Non government 
organisation like FARM AFRICA or 
OXFAM) or is it Top Down straight to the 
government ‘s pockets… does the money 
get to where it is needed? Bottom Up aid 
may end up wasted through ill educated 
local projects but top down aid may be 
spent on weapons and luxury yachts!  


