
Area of Study Name of Case Study Summary (only key bits!)

Polar Ecosystems

A biome is a 
distinct 
ecosystem.

Antarctica: Large 
scale management 
strategy. 

1961 ANTACTIC 
TREATY

Antarctic treaty signed by 41 countries in 1961 
(over 50 years ago) = nobody has legal right to 
the land = plants and animals must be 
conserved and the environment protected.  It 
is the most successful international 
agreement of all time. As a result the 
Antarctic has remained unspoilt.  The only 
human activities permitted in Antarctica are 
for scientific research. All member countries 
declared a further commitment to the 
protection of the area in 1998 which:
• prevents mining for raw materials and 

testing of weapons. 
• A ban on killing or interfering with wildlife 

(no dogs can be taken to Antarctica).
• No foreign species can enter the areas so 

visitors wear disinfected boots.
• Only 100 visitors are allowed on the land at 

one time.  

• Cruise ships over 500 people cannot 
stop there.

• Restrictions on the discharge of 
sewage from ships. 

There have been no conflicts/fallings out 
over the treaty but the ban on mining 
only exists for 50 years…so watch this 
space…. 

Polar Ecosystem Arctic SMALL scale 
management 
strategy : 

1986 WHALE BAN

The polar ecosystem is a fragile system 
whereby everything is interdependent on one 
another. Global warming is a clear threat as 
each summer the ice sheet shrinks a little 
further.

It’s difficult to have a treaty because 8 
countries are found within the Arctic. Each 
country has its own laws and way of life 
(hunting and fishing, mining oil and gas, 
military activity).

50,000 whales are killed per year for animal 
feed, chemical and cosmetics! Factory ships on 
an industrial scale are used to catch the 
whales.

The Blue whale was nearly hunted to 
extinction as whales are very slow 
breeders, so it takes a long time for their 
populations to recover.

An international Whaling Commission 
(IWC) was set up to conserve the whales 
and in 1986 they asked for a TOTAL ban. 

However, loopholes in the ban meant 
that 30,000 whales are still killed as 
Japan continues to catch whales for 
‘scientific’ reasons and Norway and 
Iceland indigenous/traditional people 
say it is their ‘way of life’ and therefore 
still continue to hunt.  


