
Fieldwork 

Physical Fieldwork (River Dane, Macclesfield) 

Hypothesis 

The River Dane gets faster, wider and deeper 

along its course. 

Data collection techniques 

We mainly used primary data (you collected 

the data yourself) techniques, these being: 

Field sketches: using a pencil to sketch and 

annotate the profile of the river - key features 

Width survey: Measuring tape for the width 

of the channel 

Depth survey: Using a ranging pole every 

20cm along the width of the river. 

Velocity/speed survey: Measured a 10 metre 

stretch of the river and then timed how long it 

took for a dog biscuit to pass along this course 

Evaluation of data collection techniques 

The field sketch: Gave an insight into what 

the place was like, can be annotated, but 

not accurate like a photograph. 

Width: Accurate equipment used, but 

sometimes boulders got in the way to make 

the measurement inaccurate. 

Depth: Accurate equipment used, but could 

not place the ranging pole every 20cm due 

to boulders, therefore didn’t give a true 

reading. 

Velocity: Dog biscuits floated and times 

could be taken, but they often got stuck 

behind boulders (flow metre would have 

been better). 

Data Presentation techniques 

To present the data we collected we used: 

Bar charts for the width and velocity 

Inverted line graph for the river depth 

Why did we use these graphs (data 

presentation) 

Bar charts: We only collected one piece 

of data, therefore we only need to pre-

sent one variable. Bar charts allow easy 

comparisons to be made and they are 

easy to understand. 

Inverted line graph: We used this data 

presentation technique as we collected 

more than one variable. It also showed 

the profile of what the rivers looked like. 

Conclusion 

Two parts of our hypothesis came true, 

the river did get wider and deeper along 

its course, however the velocity slowed 

down  due to human interference. A local 

farmer used river training and built a 

barrier across the river to slow down the 

velocity, so that it would not flood his/

her land. 

Human Fieldwork (Alexandra Retail Park) 

Hypothesis 

The local residents BENEFIT from the regen-

eration of Alexandra Park.  

Data collection techniques 

To help to answer the hypothesis we used the 

following techniques: 

Questionnaire: We got into groups and inter-

viewed 10 retail shoppers. We asked 6 ques-

tions that had a variety of questions from 

open, closed and ranked. 

Traffic count: We stood facing the A50 and 

counted by tally chart how many vehicles 

passed by in two minutes. 

Environmental survey: In groups we looked 

at six aspects of the environment (noise, litter, 

well presented shop fronts) and gave it a 

score from positive 2 through to negative 2 

Evaluation of data collection techniques 

Questionnaire: We tried to asked a wide vari-

ety of the public (old and young), we had a 

wide variety of questions to allow the re-

spondents to give an overall view of the retail 

park. However, we only asked 10 people and 

we went on a work day and did not interview 

the economically active. 

Traffic count: Conducted the survey at a 

busy time of the day, was easy to collect the 

data via a tally chart method. However, the 

A50 had traffic lights on the road and this 

impacted our data as no vehicles were pass-

ing during the two minutes. Should have 

repeated the survey at the weekend... 

Environmental survey: Used your senses to 

gain an overall view of the environment of 

the retail park, however you could have 

been persuaded by other people in your 

group. 

Data Presentation techniques 

To present the data we used: 

Bar chart for traffic count 

Radar chart for the environmental survey 

Variety of graphs (Bar, Pie, + & - bar chart) 

for the questionnaire. 

Why did we use these graphs (data presen-

tation) 

Bar charts: We only collected one piece of 

data, therefore we only need to present one 

variable. Bar charts allow easy comparisons 

to be made and they are easy to under-

stand. 

Radar Chart: We collected six pieces of 

information (six variables) and this 

showed us the positives and negatives 

areas of the environment. The bigger the 

star, the better the environment was. 

Conclusion 

Since Alexandra retail park has been cre-

ated in 2007 it has generated both posi-

tives and negatives for the local area. 

Positives: Employment has been created 

due to the 18 units (1,000 jobs). Locals 

have an improved shopping experience, 

they are now shopping in better quality 

shops. The environment has been im-

proved from that of a brownfield site and 

it has created a knock on effect (Tunstall 

retail park), creating more jobs and £. 

Negatives: Since more shoppers are us-

ing the retail area from further afield, the 

A50 has got busier and as a result of this 

more accidents & pollution have oc-

curred. Also due to local people shopping 

in this area it has had a negative knock 

on effect to the local high street 

(Tunstall). One third of shops are now 

closed, due to the fact they can’t com-

pete with the better known retail shops. 


