
UK in the 21st Century 

Human Geography of the UK 

Currently there are 65 million people that live 

in the UK, this is expected to grow to 70 mil-

lion by 2030. The majority of people (80%) 

live in urban areas in the UK, however they 

only use 12% of the land. The most is used by 

grazing animals which accounts for 44% of the 

total land in the UK.  

The UK has currently got a housing shortage, 

in other words we don’t build as many houses 

as we should. Every year we should build 

240,000 houses but we only build half of this. 

The reasons for this are, it is difficult to get 

planning permission, can’t build houses on 

green belt land around the large cities and 

finally people are reluctant to sell their sec-

ond home as prices keep going up. 

 

Physical geography of the UK 

The relief (height and shape) of the land is 

uneven in the UK. You generally find moun-

tain ranges in the North and West of the UK 

and lowland areas in the South and East. 

This has a significant influence on rainfall 

patterns in the UK. The prevailing wind 

(most common direction of wind) arrives 

from the South-West. Due to the fact that 

this wind has travelled over the Atlantic 

ocean it brings with it moisture. However it 

only starts to rain when this wind hits the 

mountains in the North and West (relief 

rainfall). The wind is forced to rise due to 

the mountains and cools down, condenses 

and begins to rain on the windward side of 

the mountain. When the cloud travels back 

down the mountain the opposite happens 

and drier conditions are found on the lee-

ward side of a mountain.  

Water Stress in the UK  

Water stress is when the demand for 

water exceeds  the available amount 

during a certain period. 

The south east is the most crowded 

(populated) part in the UK with the 

greatest demand for water. This leads to 

water stress in the south east, where the 

demand for water uses up a high propor-

tion of the rainfall. If this happens over a 

long period it can lead to drought. 

The north west of the UK does not have 

water stress due to the high amount of 

rainfall (relief rainfall) and small amount 

of demand (population) 

Solutions to solve water stress  

Pipe water from areas of high rainfall and 

low demand to areas of low rainfall and 

high demand. For example water is piped 

from the Cambrian mountains in Wales 

to Birmingham. 

This could be done on a large scale from the 

north-west of the UK to the south-east. Other 

solutions to solve water stress are education 

and installing water metres so people pay for 

what they are using. 

The UK’s changing population  

The UK’s population is growing slowly, this is 

mainly down to natural increase (difference 

between birth rate and death rate) and net 

migration (the difference between immigra-

tion to the UK and emigration away from the 

UK).  

Future population change is very hard to pre-

dict as you don’t know how net migration will 

change, but you can have a better idea by 

looking at a population pyramid. 

These show birth rate (the wider the bars, the 

more children are born), infant mortality rate 

(the bigger the difference between 0-4 and 5-

9 age categories the more babies are dying 

before they reach their 5 birthday), death rate 

(if the bars are dramatically decreasing, this 

means that more people are dying) and life 

expectancy (the higher the bars go up a pyra-

mid the longer people live for). 

Dependent population (these are groups of 

people who are dependent on others to  

survive, for example 0-15 year old people 

are mainly dependant on their parents, 

whereas 65+ year groups are mainly de-

pendent on government care, pensions). 

Economically active are people who are 

aged between 16-64 who have the potential 

to work and earn money for a country 

through taxation. This money generated 

helps to support the dependents. 

Ageing population 

The UK currently has an ageing population, 

by 2040 a quarter of the population will be 

over 65. The reasons why are better diet, 

education, health care and life style. 

This causes problems for the UK by;  Old 

people are expensive to care for. Family will 

have to look after old people and therefore 

earn less. Pensioners struggling on state 

pensions and have a lower quality of life. 

Government are also struggling to pay it and 

the health services under pressure. 

To solve this the UK could encourage wom-

en to have more children through tax credits 

(meaning more economically active people). 

Encourage women back to work. Raise the 

age of retirement to 68. Encourage people 

to take out private pensions (less strain on  

the government). Retirement villages. 

Old people help with child care 

(volunteer work). Allow more economi-

cally migrants into the UK. 

Types of industry 

Primary Industry: uses the earth’s natu-

ral resources. Secondary Industry: uses 

the earth’s natural resource and manu-

factures it into something else. Tertiary 

Industry: Provides a service. Quaternary 

Industry: High-tec research. 

In the past 50 years, the UK had a manu-

facturing industry, however due to the 

manufacturing industries relocating to 

LIDC countries, the UK has shifted to-

wards the tertiary industry. 

Economic Hubs 

An economic hub is the focal point for 

the economy of a country or region (the 

main areas in a country that generate 

money or have financial services). The UK 

has several areas where economic 

growth is developing. These are called 

growth corridors. They mainly link up 

major cities and transport (motorways, 

M4) links within the UK.  


