
Urban Futures 

Urbanisation 

Urbanisation is the growth in the proportion 
of people living in towns and cities. In 2010 
more than half of the world’s population live 
in towns or cities. 18,000 people are added to 
the urban population each day. By 2030 60% 
of the world’s population will live in urban 
areas and by 2050 70% of the population will 
live in urban areas. 

The most urban areas in the world are ad-
vanced countries (AC) North America, Europe, 
Oceania, however the rates of urbanisation 
has slowed down as people ALREADY live in 
cities. The most rapid urbanisation rates are in 
emerging and developed countries (EDCs) in 
Asia and low income developing countries 
(LIDCs) in Africa where the majority of people 
still live in the countryside. Worldwide the 
RATE of urbanisation is slowing down. 

Types of cities 

Megacities- Megacities are cities with a 
population over 10 million people. The top 
25 megacities account for ½ of the Worlds 
wealth. The bigger the city the bigger the 
inequality 

World cities- These are the most important 
cities in the world. Some of them are mega 
cities but they don’t have to be. London is a 
world city, but it does not have a population 
of over 10 million people therefore not be-
ing a megacity. World cities are hubs for 
international trade. Many international 
banks and the HQ’s of large trans-national 
companies (TNCs) are located in world 
cities. The top two world trade cities are 
London and New York. They are known as 
alpha++ cities. They are followed by a group 
of cities known as alpha+ cities. 

Metacities- A Metacity is a city with a popu-
lation of more than 20 million people.Today 
Tokyo is the only metacity with a population 
of 37 million, however the future megacities 
and metacities will be in China. 

How cities began and grew  

The FUNCTION of a city is the reason why 
it there. Functions can change over time. 
The main functions of a city are: 
Market, Employment, Administration, 
Defence, Entertainment, Religion, 
Transport hub, Residential and Culture. 
 
Rural– urban migration– this is an im-
portant factor in the growth of cities, it is 
the movement of people form the coun-
tryside into cities. 
 
Push factors from the countryside– for 
example, lack of government investment, 
lack of services, lack of jobs, food short-
ages, war and conflict and poverty. 
 
Pull factors to the city-  For example-
Jobs, investment, services, education and 
facilities.  

The future of cities 
 
Cities are both good and bad- By 2050 70% of 
the population will live in an urban area. Ur-
banisation will still increase, but it is slowing 
down. 
 
Urbanisation has both positive and negative 
aspects attached to it. 
 
Positives–  
Quality of life– education, healthcare and 
transport is better. 
Life expectancy– people live longer. 
Employment– More jobs. 
Squatter settlements– People can build 
where they want. 
Sustainability– More efficient as everything is 
in easy reach.  
 
Negatives- 
Inequality– Extreme wealth and poverty. 
Segregation– Rich and poor live in separate 
areas. 
Slums– Risks of disease, fire or environmental 
damage. 
Overpopulation– More people than jobs and 
home can accommodate. 
Environmental damage– Unplanned develop-
ment can damage the environment.  
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Urban trends in 

the UK 

80% of the popula-

tion lives in cities. 

The proportion of 

people living in 

rural and urban 

areas is quite  

stable. 

Key trends: 

1.Suburbanisation: the movement of peo-

ple out of the centre towards the outskirts 

or SUBURBS in residential areas. 

What has driven suburbanisation? High pop-

ulation and congestion in the city centre. Air 

pollution in the city centre. Cheaper land on 

the outskirts 

Expanding cities has lead to URBAN 

SPRAWL.  

So in 1947 the government introduced the 

idea of green belts… Green belts are open 

space on which no further development is 

allowed. They cover 13% of the UK, There 

are 14 green belts to prevent Urban Sprawl.  

 

Urban trends in the UK 

 

2. Counter-urbanisation: The move of 

people OUT of the city altogether back to 

the countryside or smaller towns.  Since 

1950, older people retire to the country 

or seaside while young people move out 

of the city to raise their family to escape 

crime, air pollution and noise.    

3. Re-Urbanisation: Since 1980 many 

cities have been bought back to life by 

urban regeneration. This aims to: Bring 

derelict building back to life. Build new 

homes. Encourage new investment in 

new jobs. Improve the quality of life. 

Improve the environment. People are 

now moving back into cities and our 

cities are growing once again. 


