
 
  3rd April 2020 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 
 
On behalf of everyone at the academy, thank you for your cooperation and resilience this week.  As a 
parent of two young girls I understand the effort and determination that is required to keep your children 
focused on education at this difficult time.  
 
Home Learning 
 
We hope that everyone is able to access Google Classroom where our teaching staff are following a 
normal timetable and are able to support your sons and daughters during the normal academy day.  It is 
clear that we are in this for a long time and therefore all students need to shift to a new way of working.  
 
Some initial views on home learning at this time: 

● It is difficult to say whether each student is doing enough without understanding the exact 
arrangements in each household.  

● The work we have set can be accessed during the academy day when the teaching staff are 
available but it is flexible so the manner and timing of this can be adapted to suit each individual 
family. 

● Up until now we have asked staff to focus on reviewing learning that has already occurred this 
year.  However after Easter, with no immediate end in sight, we need to start new learning.  Topics 
which the students will not have learnt about before.  This will require greater focus. 

● There are of course, other great opportunities for learning at this time.  The young people will 
certainly never forget this extended amount of time with their families.  Could this be a time when 
we teach them some of our own life skills?  To cook, sew, draw, play music or play board games. 
All of these help a young person’s personal development. 

● The pandemic has massively increased anxiety in our young people and therefore we should try 
and encourage virtual contact.  Social media, often cited as a villain by teachers and parents at this 
time can massively help.  

● The majority of each year group accessed their learning last week through Google Classroom 
which is fantastic.  We are also busy providing paper based materials for our students who have 
requested this way of learning.  If you would like paper based materials as you cannot access 
Google Classroom, please email academy@cas.coop. 

● If your son/daughter is in Year 10 however it is so important that they continue with their BTEC 
assignments. We currently have students  in Year 10 who are completing their core English/maths 
and science tasks yet are not completing their BTEC assignments.  Please discuss the work with 
your son/daughter and encourage them to complete the work that has been set for them.  

● Home learning homework will be set on Google Classroom over what would have been the Easter 
break.  However the teaching staff will return on Monday 20th April.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Announcement on the Awarding of GCSEs 
 
The process for the awarding of GCSE grades was supposed to have been announced on Wednesday, 
however this has been moved to the end of the day on Friday.  A separate letter will follow to students in 
Year 11 once we have full details.  
 
Academy Opening over the Easter Break 
 
The academy will be open to the children of key workers only.  If you have not identified yourself as a key 
worker to the academy and require provision over the Easter break, please email us on 
academy@cas.coop and a member of staff will call you to discuss.  
 
Free School Meals 
 
The Department for Education released details of the support for children who receive free school meals 
on Wednesday, two weeks after Co-op had already pledged to support those in receipt of free school 
meals with vouchers.  
 
I have always been proud to work for the Co-op, it is a fantastic ethically driven organisation, but to stand 
by our community at this time makes me extraordinarily proud.  In addition to the two weeks that it has 
already funded, the Co-op has also pledged to support those on free school meals during what would 
have been the Easter holidays, something that the Department for Education programme does not do. In 
addition,the government free school meals programme offers a £15 evoucher, whilst Co-op has pledged 
to still provide £20.  Parents with the card do not need to do anything, the card will be recharged remotely. 
If you would rather move onto the government programme at the lower rate please email us 
academy@cas.coop.  
 
And finally… 
 
Please remember that the most important thing at the moment, is that you and your children stay safe and 
that we ensure that all students feel supported and as happy as is possible during this challenging time for 
us all. NHS England has issued some additional support on staying at home and looking after our physical 
and emotional wellbeing during the current situation. Find out more by following the link below.  

 
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips  
 
Our thoughts are with those parents and carers who are working in the critical services at this time.  
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Mr N Lowry 
Principal 
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