
 
 21st April, 2020 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

This would normally be the start of the summer term, characterised by the gearing up for the summer 
exams, preparation for the summer performances and the general giddiness that the summer term brings.  

It has been a hard four weeks, with two weeks of intensely disrupted learning before Easter as we 
adjusted to our new reality and then straight into two weeks of Easter “holidays”.  Nevertheless, the start 
of this summer term requires us to lift our heads and focus on a more longer term view.  We have to 
accept the likely scenario is that a return before May half-term is highly unlikely, set against the 
government's five “tests”.  Therefore the messages we send out are covering the next five weeks of the 
half-term.  

Home Learning and Access to Laptops 

A reminder that learning commenced again on Monday 20th April, via Google Classroom.  Teaching staff 
will be introducing new learning this term, so it is vital that students log on and complete as much work as 
they are able to.  Staff are adjusting their expectations accordingly of what we are able to complete 
remotely and supporting students with any questions that they have.  Staff are able to assess students 
and how much they understood by using quizzes and tests via Google Forms.  

In addition the BBC Bitesize has launched daily lessons, aimed at students and parents.  In addition 
teachers nationwide have created the online Oak National Academy, supported by the DfE which gives 
daily lessons.  

If you do not have any internet access and require paper copies, please email academy@cas.coop. In 
addition there are a small number of laptops available and in the future there may be some internet 
dongles available.  These will be allocated to identified Year 10 students and vulnerable students in the 
first instance.  If you have not been contacted by us already and believe you fall into this category, please 
email academy@cas.coop.  

Academy opening 

The academy is open to children of key workers and vulnerable students.  We have had around 12 
students yesterday and today and this number will inevitably grow.  If your status changes and you take a 
role as a key worker please email academy@cas.coop. We hope that parents and carers understand that 
all our staff are working hard each day to ensure students are taught, looked after and have all their needs 
met. 

Ramadan 

Our support and best wishes go out to our Muslim community as they begin Ramadan at the end of this 
week.  We are well aware of how different this experience of Ramadan will be compared to usual.  Our 
staff will be more flexible with deadlines and bear this in mind when setting work.  

Year 11 GCSE Update 

A separate Year 11 update has been sent to all Year 11 students over the arrangements for the awarding 
of GCSE grades.  
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In addition a handful of students in Years 8-10 were due to sit GCSEs in community languages.  All of 
these GCSE entries have now been postponed until next year.  The Year 10 students who were due to 
take modular exams in hospitality and catering and iMedia, we are waiting for a rearranged date.  

Staff Update 

Miss Cunningham and Miss K Dawson have now returned from their maternity leaves.  Mrs McDermott 
has now started her maternity leave with Mr Baldwin, starting with us from May 1st as a permanent 
member of staff.   We are also pleased to welcome two new permanent pastoral staff, Mrs Papiernik who 
is joining us in the Loft and Mr Watts who will be an addition to our Year Manager team. 

Department for Education Guidance on reopening 
In the daily update on 19th April, the Secretary of State for Education Gavin Williamson MP stated very 
clearly that an immediate return to school is unlikely in the next few weeks.  
If there is any way in which the academy can support you and your family at this time we will endeavour to 
do so.  Please email us on academy@cas.coop.  Please note that we are not answering phone calls in the 
lockdown period.  
  
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mr N Lowry 
Principal 
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