
 
 15th April, 2020 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

 

I hope everyone is keeping well, although this is officially the “Easter holidays” I wanted to send a short 
letter to keep everyone updated about some important points.  

Easter Opening 

The academy has been open over the Easter holidays to the children of key workers.  A small group of 
staff have looked after the children of key workers enabling them to carry on with their vital roles.  

All the students are still in our thoughts and they made a lovely video to send their messages to the 
students at this time.  This can be found on our Facebook page here. We used the #CASfamily to 
demonstrate how much we miss the students.  

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

The academy has donated all of its available PPE to local frontline services.  We donated over 100 sets of 
goggles to the Haywood Hospital; gloves, goggles, overalls and aprons to the Furlong Road Medical 
Centre in Tunstall; and gloves and goggles to the Scotia Road Medical Centre in Tunstall, the Lucie 
Wedgwood Medical Centre in Burslem and the Willows social care settings.  Our thoughts are with those 
keeping us safe at this time.  

Refunds for Trips 

The majority of trips have now been refunded.  There are two outstanding trips (one for Disneyland and 
one for the London Final) which the technical team at ParentPay are currently looking into.  If you have 
paid via barcodes, contact will be made soon to arrange refunds. 
Home Learning 
Work has been set which is accessible over the Easter holidays via Google Classroom.  A reminder that 
teachers will be available to set work and answer questions from Monday 20th April.  Many subjects will 
be starting new learning, on topics not studied before so it is vital that students access the learning. 
Government Free Schools Meals Scheme 
The Co-op Voucher Scheme continues to work well.  The national scheme has not fared as well, as can 
be seen in national press reports like this one.  If you are eligible for free school meals, our present Co-op 
scheme gives £20 a week.  The national programme is £15 a week and we cannot guarantee it will be up 
and running  in time for next week.  Our current recommendation is that all parents stay on the Co-op 
programme.  
Please note that we do not administer either programme, so if there are technical issues then all that we 
can do with either programme is put you in contact with the provider.  
If you believe that you are now eligible for free school meals due to a change in circumstances for 
example that you are now claiming universal credit please email the academy on academy@cas.coop. 
We are able to provide free school meals once the local authority has registered your application.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/coopacademystoke/videos/557604748270755/
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-frustration-over-free-meal-vouchers-grows
mailto:academy@cas.coop


 
Return to Normality? 
We understand that this is a stressful time for families and students and we would like nothing more than 
for things to return to normal.  However the priority at this moment needs to be on saving lives and 
protecting the NHS.  We will follow guidance from the Department for Education on when we can open, 
but we are likely talking weeks in the future.  When we did finally close the academy 30% of our staff were 
self-isolating, classed as vulnerable or living with someone who is classed as vulnerable, so a full opening 
is highly unlikely as it would be for any school in the country.  
 
Year 11 Awarding of Grades 
Guidance on the awarding of GCSE grades has been sent out separately, I also sent a video update out 
to all Year 11 explaining the process for awarding grades in more detail.  This week the Department of 
Education published some guidance on the awarding of vocational subjects for example BTECs and 
VCerts.  As assessments and controlled assessments have been completed and marks awarded these 
will not be based on teacher prediction, but will be awarded based on units completed so far.  The full 
guidance can be found here. 
 
If there is any way in which the academy can support you and your family at this time we will endeavour to 
do so.  Please email us on academy@cas.coop.  Please note that we are not answering phone calls in the 
lockdown period.  
  
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mr N Lowry 
Principal 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/879019/Summer_2020_results_for_vocational_technical_and_other_qualifications.pdf
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