
 
14th May, 2020 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 

On Sunday, the Prime Minister addressed the nation to outline the next steps in the government’s strategy 
to come out of lockdown.   The specific section regarding secondary schools stated: 

“We will ask secondary schools, sixth form and further education colleges to offer some face-to-face 
support to supplement the remote education of year 10 and year 12 students who are due to take key 
exams next year, alongside the full time provision they are offering to priority groups.” 

The implications for our academy are twofold: 

● We will begin preparation for some of our Year 10 students to access academy provision from 
June 1st until the end of the school year.  

● For other year groups, unless there is a significant shift from the government, there will be no plans 
for the students currently in Years 7,8,9 and 11 to come back to school before September.  

The government has also issued specific guidance for parents and carers at this time. 

Year 10 Partial Return 

A survey was sent out via Parentmail on Wednesday evening to all parents of Year 10 students.  The 
deadline for completion is Friday 15th May at 12pm.  If you did not receive the survey, there is a link here. 
If there is a reason you cannot access google forms, email us on academy@cas.coop with the name of 
your Year 10 child and a simple yes/no whether you want them to partially return after June 1st.  Please 
note this is for Year 10 students only, as per the government announcement.  

This is a difficult decision, and one I am personally grappling with as my daughter is in Year 1.  The 
government has made it clear though, that until schools fully reopen, the normal legal rules obligating a 
parent to send their child to school will not apply, this includes no attendance fines until schools fully 
reopen.  

The more detailed guidance came out on Monday and Tuesday for schools.  The guidance was wholly 
unsatisfactory and put schools in a very difficult position.  The guidance was either not clear, or would put 
students and staff at increased risk.   Normal rules around social distancing for example were not applied 
to schools, this is unacceptable.  There was no specific guidance on what this “face to face” support would 
look like.  

I am initially working on two broad principles: 

● We will initially focus on the students who have been most disadvantaged by this crisis.  For 
example students who have been unable to complete the online work due to circumstances at 
home.  

● We will then gradually build up the numbers of students when it is safe to do so.  This will be 
reviewed on a weekly basis.  

I will send out more details on this when I have established demand. But I think it is very important from 
the outset to state that we will go beyond the government recommendations.  We will ensure that social 
distancing is adhered to.  We are fortunate to benefit from some large teaching spaces and therefore we 
should be able to keep a group of up to 10 students safely apart.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://forms.gle/MqgS45VQacuBrVED8
mailto:academy@cas.coop
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020


We will follow government guidance on the creation of “bubbles” of students.  This small group of students 
will be taught together for the rest of the term.  If one student in the “bubble” shows symptoms the whole 
group will have to isolate for two weeks, more details are in the guidance which has been referred to in 
this letter. These “bubbles” will be as closely aligned as we can to sets and some of the larger option 
subjects.  

Provision for Years 7,8,9 and 11. 

This will continue to be online.  Now we have a clear stance that September is now the likely return date, it 
is vital that students carry on with the online learning that their teachers are preparing for them.  

At this stage, the only other group of students we intend on inviting into the academy is the current Year 6 
students who would normally have transition activities during this term.  Mrs Garrity will be in touch with 
these families shortly.  

Provision for Key Worker Children and Vulnerable Students 

The academy has been open to these students since March 20th.  We will continue to offer this provision 
until schools fully open.  Please note that the key worker definition has not changed, the full list can be 
found here.  It is important to note that schools are only providing provision for the children of key workers 
at this time.  If you are returning to work but are not on this list you cannot send your child into school. 
The government has clearly stated that childcare is a reason to work from home.  We have a list of 
parents who told us they were key workers at the start of this crisis.  However if your circumstances have 
changed and you are now in a key worker position, please email academy@cas.coop.  

Half-term holiday provision 

We will be open for the children of key workers only.  If this applies to you please email 
academy@cas.coop with the days you require provision.  

As ever, stay safe. 

Yours faithfully, 
 
Mr N Lowry 
Principal 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
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