
 

Headteacher’s Update  
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope you are all staying safe and well.  Clearly, the picture in terms of COVID-19 is worsening nationally, and this is 
being seen locally too.  It continues to be important that we are all playing our part in keeping the transmission rates 
down.  As I discussed with a group of students this week, adapting to living in the shadow of a global pandemic, is the 
challenge of our times.   Our students have been exceptional throughout the first half-term in adapting to our new 
systems, to the extent that, actually, they have become embedded ways of working.  Students have worked 
fantastically with their teachers, and the wider Academy community, to ensure that we can keep them learning.  
 
I have spoken at length to students on the subject of risk and how each of us has a responsibility to consider how the 
choices we make affect other people, whether by design, or otherwise.  I have repeatedly used the line: ‘the risk that 
anyone of us takes is a risk that we ask everyone else to accept.’  With that in mind, I want to use this update to issue 
some essential reminders. 
 
What are the COVID-19 Symptoms 
 
A reminder that there are four key things to look for; a child with anyone of these symptoms could have COVID-19 and 
be highly infectious to other people.  
 
 

 



 

What do these symptoms look like in a child with COVID-19? 
 

● A new continuous cough - this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or three or more coughing 
episodes in 24 hours; if a child usually has a cough, it may be worse than normal. 

● A fever - a temperature of 37.8 degrees or higher. 
● A loss or change to sense of smell or taste - this means the child has noticed that they cannot smell or taste 

anything. 
 
What do I do if my child has these symptoms? 
 
If your child has any of these symptoms, you must do the following: 
 

● Keep your child at home. 
● Dial 119 and book them a COVID-19 test. 
● The only time they should leave the house is to go for the COVID test. 
● Make sure your child self-isolates until the result is known. 
● When you know the result email it to this address:  COVIDReporting@coopstoke.co.uk 
● Do not send your child to school before you have shared the test result with us. 

 
When does my child need to self isolate? 
 

● When they are waiting for a test result because they’ve had COVID symptoms. 
● When someone else in the house is waiting for a test result because they’ve had COVID symptoms. 
● When they are told to by NHS Track and Trace. 
● In the event that they are told by the Academy that they need to self-isolate because they have been in contact 

with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19. 
 

What happens if my child does not self-isolate? 
 
On September 28th the Government made it a legal requirement to self-isolate. 
 

● If someone who needs to self-isolate and doesn’t they are committing an offence.  
● If someone prevents another person from self-isolating, they are committing an offence. 
● In both of the above instances, offenders can be fined £1000 for a first offence and up to £10,000 for repeated 

offences. 
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Face Masks 
 
Face masks are an important part of our measures to reduce the risk of COVID transmission.  Parents are expected to 
provide their child with a clean face mask each day.  It is important that these are cleaned and not re-used if they are 
dirty.  
 
Communication following a confirmed case 
 
In the event of a confirmed COVID case, like the one yesterday, any information that we are required to share will be 
done so through the official letter that I send.  We would not share further detail beyond that which is contained in the 
letter.  The exception to that is if a child, or group of children, are asked to self-isolate.  In that event, me, and members 
of the senior leadership team, will speak directly to the families affected.  This process is the one outlined in the 
guidance governing how schools respond to an outbreak.  Clearly, we would not respond to requests for further 
information from unaffected parties. 
 
The Emma Murray Award 
 
Throughout my career as a teacher, one of the real highlights for me has always been to celebrate the successes of 
young people.  Often in schools we focus on the academic or the sporting, arguably overlooking some really important 
human qualities.  This award gives us the opportunity to celebrate kindness.   I was delighted, therefore, to present the 
Emma Murray Award to Lara Kelsall in Year 10.  This award has a really important place in the life of our Academy.  It 
is named after Mrs Murray, a very popular teacher who sadly lost her battle with cancer in 2018, but who left a lasting 
legacy of kindness and compassion.  The award is intended to enshrine those values into something that we actively 
celebrate.  Lara received the award this year because of her boundless kindness to others.  We live in challenging 
times.  That makes it even more important that we celebrate those values and qualities that make a real difference. 
Lots of people talk about being kind, but actually being kind to the extent that is what people first think of when they 
hear your name, or see you in the corridor, is an inspiring achievement.  Congratulations to Lara because that is 
exactly what she has achieved.  
 
On that note, can I wish you and your families, a peaceful and restful weekend. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Mr S. Richardson 
Headteacher 

 


