
 

Headteacher’s Update  
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Update to Parents of Students in Years 8 and Year 9 
 
All students in Years 8 and 9 are expected to return to the Academy on Monday at 8:50.  I want to thank parents and 
carers for their support in ensuring that students have continued with their learning at home this week.  We are looking 
forward to welcoming these two year groups back next week.  
 
Please can I ask students who have borrowed laptops to ensure that these are returned at the same time. 
 
National Lockdown 
 
We entered the second national lockdown on Thursday.  This is the Government’s response to the increasing numbers 
of COVID cases nationally.  I spoke to students on Monday morning - via a video message - to outline the situation in 
Stoke on Trent and to remind them that we all have a responsibility to abide by the new lockdown rules.  As a Coop 
Academy, we place real importance on the health and wellbeing of our community.  With that in mind, I would reiterate 
what I’ve said before: the risk that any one of us takes is one we ask everyone else to accept.  We all have our part to 
play in doing our bit to keep ourselves and each other safe.  
 
COVID Testing 
 
Please remember, if you, your child, or anyone in your household develops COVID-19 symptoms, you must book a test 
and self-isolate.  You must not send a child to school who has COVID-19 symptoms.  You must not send a child to 
school while they, or someone in their household, is waiting for test results.  
 
Put simply: if someone in the house has symptoms, everyone must stay at home, except to get a test.  Then, everyone 
must stay at home until you get the test result.  
 
This is now the law. 
 
Reporting COVID-19 
 
Please make sure that if a child tests positive for COVID-19 you let us know immediately.  During the week you can 
phone the Academy. 

 



 

At the weekend, you should use this email address:  COVIDReporting@coopstoke.co.uk. 
 
Family Size Crisps 
 
We are seeing a very small number of students bringing in family sized packets of crisps for lunch.  You will remember 
at the beginning of the year I asked parents and carers not to allow students to bring these kinds of items into the 
Academy.  My primary concern is the health of the children.  My secondary concern is that this kind of food does not 
put students in the best place to be able to learn effectively.  One such family sized bag contained 150% the daily 
recommended amount of fat.  The vast majority of students who bring in packed lunches are eating very balanced and 
healthy meals which ensure that they can focus on their learning in the afternoons.  
 
Final Thoughts 
 
Each morning, I visit our students in their tutor groups.  It has been a real pleasure to see them watching Newsround 
and following the events in the US Presidential election.  Many of our students have been articulating their views on 
who they think should win and why with real maturity and insight.  At a time when the world seems a confusing place, 
even for adults, it is really satisfying, and serves as a cause of great optimism, to know that we have so many 
forward-thinking and engaged young people in our Academy. 
 
Can I take this opportunity to wish you and your family a restful and peaceful weekend.  
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Mr S. Richardson 
Headteacher 
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