
 

Headteacher’s Update  
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Update to Parents of Students in Year 10 
 
All students in Year 10 are expected to return to the Academy on Monday at 8:50.  I want to thank parents and carers 
for their support in ensuring that students have continued with their learning at home this week.  We are looking 
forward to welcoming the students back next week.  
 
Please can I ask students who have borrowed laptops to ensure that these are returned at the same time. 
 
COVID-19 - the local picture 
 
I have been repeatedly using my updates to keep our community informed about the COVID-19 infection rates in the 
area.  I make no apology for that: everything we are doing here in the Academy, to keep our students safe, is done with 
an eye on our community and to ensure that we are playing our part in keeping transmission rates down.  The latest 
data is staggering: Tunstall now has the highest rates of infection anywhere in the city - 584.63 per 100,000 people - 
that is greater than Birmingham and Manchester, and it is now almost three times higher than the national average.  
 
It is really important that everyone is playing their part to keep the infection rate down.  We must all follow the rules of 
the lockdown to ensure that we bring down the rate of infection in the community.  Everyone has a part to play.  I come 
back to the phrase I’ve repeated several times now in these updates: the risk any one of us takes is one we ask 
everyone else to accept.  
 
COVID Testing 
 
Please remember, if you, your child, or anyone in your household develops COVID-19 symptoms, you must book a test 
and self-isolate.  You must not send a child to school who has COVID-19 symptoms.  You must not send a child to 
school while they, or someone in their household, is waiting for test results.  
 
Put simply: if someone in the house has symptoms, everyone must stay at home, except to get a test.  Then, everyone 
must stay at home until you get the test result.  
 
This is now the law. 
 

 



 

Reporting COVID-19 
 
Please make sure that if a child tests positive for COVID-19 you let us know immediately.  During the week you can 
phone the Academy. 
 
At the weekend, you should use this email address:  COVIDReporting@coopstoke.co.uk. 
 
Burslem Park - Do you know where your child is? 
 
You will have seen some of the recent stories in the local press about the increasingly violent incidents taking place in 
Burslem Park over the last few weeks.  The local police have asked us to raise awareness of this with parents and to 
emphasise the importance of parents being absolutely clear about where their children are and who they are with.  It 
goes without saying that given the national lockdown, children should not be leaving home, other than to travel to 
school or for COVID tests, without very good reason. 
 
Final Thoughts 
 
This week we commemorated Armistice Day.  This is a really important event because it gives us an opportunity to 
come together as a community to pay tribute to the courage and bravery of those who gave their lives in the service of 
the country.  As a mark of respect we observed a two minute silence and spent some time during tutor time exploring 
the meaning and significance of the poppy as a symbol of remembrance.  It’s on occasions of that nature, that we are 
reminded of the significance of community.  I think that it is important that, as our community continues to live in the 
shadow of the pandemic,  we continue to work together to follow the rules and reduce infection rates, so that life might 
begin to return to some kind of normality.  
 
I wish you and your families a peaceful weekend. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Mr S. Richardson 
Headteacher 
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