
Achieve Higher
Year 8

SUBJECT NAME: Music

Half Term Curriculum Reading Watching & 
Listening

Other 
Opportunities

Autumn Term The music of 
Indonesia and the 
power of the 
pentatonic scale

Theory exercises: 
Scales

Complete National 
Oak Academy 
lessons: Music, 
The Power of the 
Pentatonic

Bobby McFerrin 
Demonstrates the 
Power of the 
Pentatonic Scale

Songs that use the 
Pentatonic scales

Play the Pentatonic 
Scale - Guitar

Play the pentatonic 
scale on piano

Take part and 
improvise using 
the pentatonic 
scale in Academy 
band / Choir 

Sign up for 1-1 
instrumental 
tuition with Music 
For Life 
https://www.musicf
orlife.org.uk/apply-
now/
(speak to Mr Ward)

Spring Term The music of 
Indonesia and the 
power of the 
pentatonic scale 
(cont.)

Read: BALINESE 
GAMELAN: A 
COMPLETE 
GUIDE TO A 
UNIQUE WORLD 
OF SOUND

Gamelan & 
Dances, Peliatan, 
Ubud - Bali, 
Indonesia

Balinese shadow 
puppet theater

Wayang Kulit - 
Back view of 
puppeteer - 
Indonesian 
gamelan shadow 
puppetry art

Take part and 
improvise using 
the pentatonic 
scale in Academy 
band / Choir 

Summer 
Term

The Axis of Awesome 
and the Four Chord 
Song

Read - Music 
theory - chords 

Complete - 
Exercises on 
chords

Learn and play this 
4 chord song

Axis of Awesome - 
The Four Chord 
Song Live 

Complete The 
National Academy 
Band-musicianship
-1-the-four-chord-t
rick video lessons 
and activities

Take part and use 
the 4 chords in 
Academy band
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