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Community Care
For the past two weeks, a group of our students have been working with Urban
Wilderness. The students have been exploring Burslem Port, part of their local
community.
The students worked in two separate groups for each of the weeks. The final
day of the project saw both groups join together to finalise their work. Day one
focused on Photography. Armed with cameras and iPads, the students set off
in small groups to capture as many photos that had ‘lines.’ This included close
up photos of leaves; bricks and tyres. They also created ripples in the canal and
found spiderwebs. Day two was all about creative storytelling. The students
filmed themselves as they explored Burslem Port. They created a narrative for a
story that incorporated their surroundings.
Day three saw the students produce some print art. Working in an outdoor
art workshop, they walked around Burslem Port, collecting items they could
paint and print on to canvas. The final day of the project saw both groups work
together to finalise their work. They made gifs from the photos and videos
they had taken. They also made postcards; created maps of Burslem Port and
made pillowcases. The students enjoyed the project and have created some
outstanding pieces of work.
A huge thank you to Laurel; Jenny and Isla who ran the workshops with the
students and allowed them to explore their creative sides. And a big thank you
to Middleport Matters Community Trust and Canal Rivers Trust who fund these
projects and make them happen.

Scholars Programme
Our Scholars Programme is now up and running for this academic term, and it
has started with a bang.
Students were invited to make an application for a place on the programme,
and enjoyed a celebration event at Kings Hall in Stoke.
They have also visited London this week. They attended the Natural History
Museum where they took part in a workshop about fossils; minerals and
identifying the different parts of animals using evidence and analytical skills.
This was followed by a detailed tour of the Houses of Parliament before they
took part in a law and debating workshop. Some of the topics covered included
‘should children be left alone in cars?’ and ‘should capital punishment be reintroduced?’ Each debate had a party leader with all students taking a vote at
the end.
The students also visisted the cenotaph to pay their respects as well as having a
look at Downing Street.
To read more about the scholars programme, check out The Sentinel’s article
here.

Staff take on
gang culture
Mrs Worthington and Mrs Chilton are becoming boxing tutors, as they play
their part in taking gang culture head on. Teachers within Stoke-on-Trent are
training so that they can deliver non-contact boxing classes to students.
The scheme is aimed at tackling rising knife
crime and gang culture. Mrs Worthington
said: “This course has been proven to reduce
the risk of gang involvement. It helps with low
self-esteem; confidence and poor attendance.
This course can help tackle all of those, so we
want to play a prominent part.”
To read more about the scheme and how it
will take on gang culture, click here.

Ian Marsden Visit
On Thursday 7th November, ASDAN students
and the scholars had the great opportunity to
meet and interview Paralympian Ian Marsden.
They learnt about his sporting career and
training regime and he spoke about the
struggle he has had to overcome to achieve
his success. Students really enjoyed this
experience and some even had the chance to
hold a Paralympic bronze medal!

Co-op Foundation
Visit Academy
We welcomed the Co-op Foundation into our academy this month, as they
came to film some of our students who have been working with Make Some
Noise. 						
						
The students have worked on a project on

loneliness in young people, and have written;
produced and performed their own songs.
The students formed their own band called
‘Rise’ and have performed at local primary
schools as well as numerous community
events at our academy.
The Co-op Foundations aims to stimulate and
strengthen community action.

Family Lunch Time
Our first Academy Family Lunch!
Family lunch takes place every week for our
Year 7 students. Students sit down and eat
together, as a year group, while discussing a
topical issue.
Led by Mrs Tatton, students then share their
opinions. Well done to Year 7 for some very
successful debating.

What else has
been happening
Staff and students
supported anti-bullying
week by wearing odd
socks!

Our head students laid
a wreath at Tunstall
Cenotaph on behalf of the
academy as we paid our
respect. Lest We Forget.

Local primary schools
have joined us for great
transition sessions. St
Nathaniel’s delved into
ancient Eygpt.
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