Students enjoy a
great experience
at Jamie’s Farm in
Hereford

Scholars visit
Bletchley Park
whilst students
enjoy a journalism
workshop

Our Year 9
football team
claim massive win
as students take
part in STEM Day

Fairtrade
Ambassadors
deliver at primary
schools and
students take part
in art competition

Our Academy News
Our Academy News
.......................................
8th November
2019
14th
February 2020

Students enjoy life at
Jamie’s Farm
A group of our students were lucky enough to visit Jamie’s Farm this month, as
they found out what life on a farm is like (including early starts and mile long
walks). Jamie’s Farm acts as a catalyst for change, enabling disadvantaged
young people to thrive academically, socially and emotionally.
The students stayed at the farm for four nights as they enjoyed a variety of
tasks that helped them develop team-work skills and better understand the
work ethic needed to live and work on a farm.
Day one started with a settling in period as they got to explore the grounds
before embarking on a two mile walk, with some of the students saying it was
‘the longest walk of their lives.’
Day two saw the students witness the birth of five piglets and rescue a lamb
which had become lost. They also enjoyed another long walk. As well as this,
the students took it in turns to prepare meals for each other.
Day three saw two of the students making 20 pizzas for the entire group. They
all made utensils and glass tiles, before gaining an insight into chickens on the
farm. (Jamie’s Farm buy battery farm chickens and then nurse them back to
full health). The group also enjoyed a ride in a Land Rover before taking part
in another walk to watch the sun set.
Every meal time during the week they sat together and shared three things; a
rating out of ten for how they’re feeling, a highlight of the day and a shout-out
to another person who they are pleased with or impressed by.
As the week went on those conversations became longer and longer as their
confidence increased and their friendships with each other developed. On the
last night they sat by a campfire and had their final session. All of the students
rated themselves 10/10. Year Manager Mr Wright said: “It has truly been a
fantastic week for everyone and each person has grown in so many different
ways. They were all very sad to leave but they were excited to come back to
school and to tell their family and friends the amazing time they have had.”

See below for photos
from Jamie’s Farm

Scholars visit
Bletchley Park
Our Scholars got to experience life as a code-breaker as they visited Bletchley
Park in Milton Keynes. As well as having a tour of the park, the students took
part in a code-breaking session where they had to decipher morse code (the
favourite session of the day).
They also experienced the working conditions
of code-breakers and gained an insight into the
various methods they used to break down
codes. Amongst the action-packed day,
students also visited the office of Alan Turing
who was instrumental in breaking the German
Enigma code.
Year 8 student Shea said: “It was a brilliant day
and we learned a great deal.”

Students enjoy
journalism workshop
In November, students discovered what news
is, what makes news and where the UK media
is at today. They put together their ideas and
sent off for Freedom of Information requests
(FOIs). Stories including rough sleeping in
Stoke, mental health specialist referral times,
even roadworks.
Last week Robin Brinkworth led a session on
learning how to spot news stories from data
and discovering what journalistic writing looks
like.
Students have started to draft their own stories.

Year 9 boys secure
impressive 7-2 win
Our Year 9 football team turned in a top class performance recently as they
defeated Trentham Academy 7-2. Playing with passion and desire (and aided by
some crucial saves from Ibrahim) the students were fantastic.
The students played with grit in defence and
midfield and with brilliant flair and creativity
in the forward areas. They also showed great
resilience as they conceded the 1st goal, but
came back strongly. It was also great to see
such great mutual respect from both sets of
players. Head of Year 9 Mr Ahmed said: “It
was great to see students and staff come and
support the team. Shows what a great culture
we have at the academy.”
Scorers - Jenson 3; Josh 2; Leo 1 and Favor 1.

Stem Day sees students
build autonomous cars
During Stem Day last week, Year 9 students
took part in a workshop delievered by
Smallpiece Trust. Using Lego Mindstorms, the
students worked in teams to build autonomous
vehicles - vehicles that would move on their
own after a sequence of programming. The
workshop was designed to engage students
ahead of choosing their options as they move
into Year 10.
Year 9 student Gabriela said: “I really enjoyed
building the car and getting it to move on its
own. We were happy to make it work.”

Quick Updates
Our Co-op Young Leaders led another
successful careers and aspirations
session with the wonderful students of
Forest Park Primary School. Students
engaged in interviews and confidence
building, as well as a Stone Age job
application activity.

Students in Year 7 and 8 took part
in an inter-house art competition.
The students had to create a design
around mental health - a design that
was positive and carried an uplifting
message. Well done to Shakira;
Seemak; Rebecca; Devon; Nikolas;
Hussain and Summer - the finalists. And
well done to Shakira, the overall winner.
Our Fairtrade Ambassadors have
made an early start to this year’s
Fairtrade Fortnight - visiting our local
primary schools (Saint Nathaniel’s
Academy pictured) to raise
awareness of Fairtrade and host a
competition.
The winners of the competition will
be announced during Fairtrade
Fortnight.
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