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Dictatorship 1933-34 - Checklist
Topic RAG

Hitler before 1933

Nazi Leaders in 1933

Nazi Ideology in 1933

Establishing Dictatorship 
1933-34

Step 2: Removing Democracy

Topic RAG

Step 3: Glieschaltung

Step 4: Removing Opposition

Night of the Long Knives

Consequences of the NOTLK

Becoming Fuhrer



Hitler before 1933
● Hitler was born in Linz, Austria in 1889.
● He was a failing artist in 1914, when WW1 

broke out.
● Hitler was an ordinary soldier although he was 

awarded the Iron Cross for bravery.
● He joined the Nazi party after the war and 

gained a reputation as a brilliant speaker.
● He was sent to Landsberg Prison in 1924, for 

his part in the Munich Putsch. While he was 
there he wrote Mein Kampf (My Struggle).

● After the 1929, Wall St. Crash the Nazis 
gained popularity with the slogan Brot und 
Arbeit (Bread and Work).

● Hitler became Chancellor 30th Jan 1933

https://www.flickr.com/photos/angells60640/3793066282/


Nazi Leaders in 1933
● Joseph Goebbels - Minister for Propaganda. 

Deeply anti-semitic, responsible for the Nazi 
message being spread.

● Ernst Rohm - Leader of the SA (known as 
the Brownshirts) they started as Hitler’s 
bodyguard but by 1933 numbered 400,000. 
Long term friend and ally of Hitler.

● Herman Goring - Second in Command. He was 
a war hero and in 1933 formed the Gestapo.

● Heinrich Himmler - Leader of the SS (known 
as the Blackshirts). Many SS were fanatical 
Nazis and they would later run the 
Concentration and Death camps.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reich_Ministry_of_Public_Enlightenment_and_Propaganda
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild_102-15282A,_Ernst_R%C3%B6hm.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hermann_G%C3%B6ring_-_R%C3%B6hr.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-R99621,_Heinrich_Himmler.jpg


Nazi Ideology in 1933
● Scrap the Treaty of Versailles - The Nazis thought 

it was a shameful treaty and wanted to build Germany’s 
army

● Brot und Arbeit - The Nazis promised bread and work
● Destroy Marxism - The Nazis promised to rid Germany 

of Communists.
● Subdue the Jews - Jews were Untermenschen, who 

were to blame for all German problems.
● Ensure Aryan supremacy - Northern Europeans were 

better as they were Untermenschen.
● Fight for Lebensraum - Living space in the east which 

would be taken by conquest.
● Build Nationalism - Build a strong Germany
● Improve education - Schools would teach Nazi ideology

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Themes_in_Nazi_propaganda


Establishing Dictatorship Jan-July 1933
● Reichstag Fire - 27th February 1933 - 9.25 pm
● 11.30 pm the fire was out and culprit was 

arrested.
● Culprit was Communist Van der Lubbe but there 

was no proof.
● Lubbe said he worked alone but the Nazi’s said it 

was part of a wider Communist plot.
● Hitler contacted Hindenburg to use the national 

emergency law.
● Reichstag Fire Decree came out on 28th 

February - had 6 articles which gave power to the 
Nazi’s

● 4000 Communists arrested - ended campaign for 
5th March election

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Reichstagsbrand.jpg


Step 2: Removing Democracy 
● 5th March 1933 - Election held just 6 days after the 

Reichstag Fire. Nazi Party confident they would do well. 
● Communist party leaders were jailed.
● SA broke up meeting of Social Democrats (2nd largest 

party).
● SA walked through streets - people scared to speak 

against the Nazis.
● Election results still did not give a majority.
● Nazis formed coalition with Nationalist DNVP Party - 

extra 52 seats (now could pass any laws they wished).
● Enabling Act - 24th March 1933: 

○ Gave Chancellor and cabinet enormous power - 
pass any law without permission of the 
Reichstag.

○ Ended German Democracy - Hitler made himself 
dictator of Germany.

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reichstagswahl_M%C3%A4rz_1933


Step 3: Gleichschaltung
● 1- Civil Service Act- Feb 1933 High ranking civil 

servants were removed. April all the civil servants 
that opposed the Nazis were fired.

● 2- Official encouragement of anti- semitism- laws 
that restricted Jewish people studying at uni, limited 
Jewish people in legal & medical jobs. 1st April 
launched the first boycotts of Jewish businesses

● 3- Book burning- 10th May 1933 nazi uni students 
burnt 25,000 volumes of non-German books

● 4 - Use of terror- 600 non- Nazis were murdered in 
1933. The 1st concentration camp was Dachau. June 
1933, the SA arrested 500 men & tortured them, 91 
died. This was known as the Kopenick (Week of 
Blood) 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literatur_in_der_Zeit_des_Nationalsozialismus


Step 4: Removing Opposition
● February 1933- Nazis arrest main 

Trade Union leaders. 
● 1st May - National Labour day. 

Millions attend to hear Nazis speak.
● 2nd May - Nazis raid offices of 

every left-wing trade union.
● The Nazi-led German Labour Front 

(DAF) takes over the unions.
● 10th May- Nazis claim Social 

Democrats are corrupt. Party 
banned on 21st June.

● 14th June- Act to Ban New 
Parties passed. Nazis one party 
state. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolf_Hitler


Night of the Long Knives
● 1934- 2 threats to Hitler - Rumour that the 

Vice-Chancellor Franz von Papen wanted to take 
Hitler’s place.   

● The SA was growing rapidly. 
● Ernst Rohm wanted to take over the army. Hitler 

refused which led to Rohm getting furious. 
● A rumour came to Hitler that Rohm was planning to 

take over him and plan his downfall. Hitler dealt 
with this by ordering the SS to make fake evidence. 

● 30th June 1934, the SA were arrested and killed.
● Von Papen escaped arrest but at least 85 others 

were murdered.
● The Night of the Long Knives had devastating 

effects.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sturmabteilung


Consequences of the Night of the Long Knives
● Power of SA was reduced- went from 

2.9million in August 1943 to 1.6million october 
1935.

● Nazi regime gained legal ground- killed people 
without trial but Hitler told Reichstag that it 
was lawful.

● Culture of fear was created- SS became the 
key instrument of terror.

● Rise of SS and Heinrich Himmler- himmler 
became one of the most important men in 
Germany

● Loyalty of army was secured- the army knew 
Hitler had a choice between them and SA so 
when he chose them they showed their loyalty.  

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Himmler_inspects_POW_camp.jpg


Becoming Fuhrer
● An obstacle to Hitler taking power was 

President Hindenburg.
● Hindenburg could block any laws that 

Hitler passed.
● Hindenburg was 87 years old and was 

dying.
● Quickly, Hitler passed the Act concerning 

Head of State which said the roles of 
Chancellor and President would be merged 
when Hindenburg dies.

● The title would be The Fuhrer.
● This happened on 2nd August 1934 at 9 

am.
● Hitler now was the dictator of Germany.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild_102-00783,_Berlin,_Hindenburg_und_Hitler_am_Volkstrauertag.jpg


Test Yourself
1. What date did Hitler become 

Chancellor?
2. What building was set on fire 27/2/33?
3. Which group were arrested after the 

Reichstag Fire Decree?
4. Who was the leader of the SS?
5. What was Lebensraum?
6. What did the Enabling Act allow the 

Nazis to do?
7. Who was the leader of the SA?
8. What does Gleischaltung mean?
9. What was Kopenick?

10. What was the first Concentration Camp 
to open?

1. What were “Wild Camps”?
2. What event took place 2/5/1933?
3. What was the DAF?
4. Who was the Minister for Propaganda?
5. What date was the Night of the Long 

Knives?
6. Give one reason why NOTLK took 

place?
7. How many were killed?
8. Give two consequences of NOLTK?
9. Who was the German President who 

died 2/8/1934?
10. What did the “Act concerning Head of 

State” do?



Control and Opposition 1933-39 - Checklist
Topic RAG

Himmler and the SS

Intelligence Gathering

Police, Courts and Judges.

Concentration Camps

Propaganda - Newspapers, Radio, 
Rallies

Topic RAG

Propaganda - Olympics and Films

Opposition - The Left

Opposition - The Church

Opposition - Youth Groups



Himmler and the SS
● Himmler joined the Nazis in 1923. He was leader of the 

SS (Schutzstaffel). This started as Hitler’s bodyguard 
of 250 men.

● In 1929, he changed the SS into an elite military force. 
Unlike the SA they were kept small in number (52,000 - 
1933). Recruitment and promotion was often based on 
Aryan purity and looks.

● In July 1934, the SS truly rose to power when the Night 
of the Long Knives removed the influence of the SA.

● Hitler relied on Himmler and the SS to deal ruthlessly 
with his enemies. From 1933, he ran the Concentration 
camps. From 1936, he was the Chief of all German 
Police. Himmler was at the centre of the Nazi machinery 
of terror.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-R99621,_Heinrich_Himmler.jpg


Intelligence Gathering
● The SD (Sicherheitsdienst) the Nazis Secret 

Service. The leader was Reinhard Heydrich.
● The SD spied on all aspects of German life: 

education, the arts, government, churches and Jews.
● SD agents wrote reports about morale of Germans. 

This helped Nazi leaders adjust propaganda to make 
it more effective.

● The Gestapo was a ruthless group that could imprison 
anyone without trial. At its height it had 15,000 
officers or 1 per 4,400 population.

● Each block would have an informer known as Block 
Leaders but much of their information came from 
denunciations.

● The Gestapo used torture to get confessions.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild_146-1969-054-16,_Reinhard_Heydrich_Recolored.jpg


Police, Courts and Judges
● In 1933, the Nazis took over the justice system. 

They sacked anyone who was not a Nazi. This was 
part of a process called Nazification.

● In 1936, control of the police was given to 
Himmler and the SS. He split them into Orpo 
(Ordinary Police) and Kripo (Criminal Police). 
They still investigated crimes but increasingly 
their role was to inform on Nazi opponents as 
part of Nazi terror.

● Nazi laws were severe. In 1933, there were 3 
Capital offences, by 1943 there were 46.

● Many death sentences were issued in People’s 
Courts. There was no jury and the judge alone 
passed sentence.



Concentration Camps
● Over 70 Concentration Camps were set up 

in March 1933 (Dachau). The first inmates 
were Trade Unionists, Communists and 
Political opponents.

● These early camps were run by the SA and 
were referred to as “Wild Camps”.

● In June 1933, the SS was appointed to run 
Dachau (the first concentration camp). 
They eventually took over all camps. These 
SS units were known as “Death Head” units 
due to the skull on their caps.

● In 1937, Himmler declared guards could 
not be jailed for their actions. The death 
rate increased to close to Wild Camp levels.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ooocha/2613626389


Nazi Propaganda - Newspapers, Radio, Rallies
● All newspapers were controlled by the Nazis. 

The most famous was Julius Streicher’s, Der 
Sturmer. A tabloid paper that printed virulently 
anti-semitic propaganda.

● Goebels introduced the People’s Receiver. They 
played classical music and propaganda speeches. 
They had limited range to stopped picking up 
foreign stations.

● Radios were also placed in public places, schools 
and workplaces so people could listen to 
propaganda speeches together.

● Rallies showed the strength of the Nazi party 
and were often huge. The most famous were the 
Nuremberg Rallies of around 250,000 and had 
flags, marching and torchlights processions.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dierkschaefer/11292880225


Nazi Propaganda - Berlin Olympics and Films
● The Berlin Olympics of 1936, was used for Nazi 

propaganda. They showed the world what a modern 
and impressive place Germany was while others 
struggled with the Great Depression.

● The German team had been trained to show Aryan 
superiority. Although the Germans won most 
medals, it was black athlete Jesse Owens who was 
the star of the Olympics with 4 Golds.

● Like other media, the Nazis strictly controlled 
cinema. Most films were not overtly propaganda 
but had to have a patriotic message.

● The film director Leni Riefenstahl directed some 
famous films like Triumph of the Will. She was 
probably the most high profile woman in Germany.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/pingnews/484534676


Opposition to Nazi Rule - The Left
● Social Democrats - Many fled country 

but some formed small resistance groups 
of up to 250 members

● There were rivalries between them and 
the Communists.

● Communists are more active than Social 
Democrats- resist through meetings, 
propaganda and newsletters,

● 1939 - Communist carpenter named Georg 
Esler attempts to kill Hitler (time-bomb). 
Hitler leaves the room minutes before. 
Esler is locked in Dachau for 5 years, 
then executed.



Opposition to Nazi Rule - The Church
● Religious groups were the largest non Nazi organisations.
● 22m Catholics & 40m Protestants could oppose Nazi policies.
● July 1933 - agreement with Pope XI -  Concordat - German 

Catholics stay out of Nazi policy. Agree to favour Nazi’s and leave 
them alone 

● New Reich Church - protestant church accepted Nazis ideas -  
pastors swear oath to Hitler 

● 1936 - youth groups stopped 
● 1939 - nearly all church schools closed 
● Martin Niemoller - protestant pastor, leading critic, refuse to 

join reich church - sent to concentration camp (survived) 
● Pope Pius XI - 1937 regretted agreement, wrote letter - ‘With 

Burning Anxiety’- smuggled into Germany, read out in Catholic 
church, the next day Gestapo seized all copies . 

● Jehovah’s  Witness - 1936 all arrested, concentration camps until 
1945 - refused to give Hitler salute - serve in army 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Martin_Niem%C3%B6ller_(1952).jpg


Opposition to Nazi Rule - Youth Groups
● Young Communists - The Nazis banned the 

Youth Federation of Communists, but they 
disguised their meetings as unpolitical.

● Christians - There were 2.5m members of 
Christian youth groups. They were all banned. 
Some went on illegal pilgrimages.

● Swing Kids - They listened to banned Jazz 
music. They resisted by having long hair and 
different clothes. Many were arrested, some 
were sent to concentration camps.

● Edelweiss Pirates - Formed around 1938, they 
wore an Edelweiss flower. They resisted by 
listening and spreading foreign news, painting 
14 on walls or picking fights with HJs.



Test Yourself
1. What was the nickname given to the SS?
2. What could recruitment and promotion in 

the SS be based upon?
3. What role did Himmler take on in 1936?
4. What was the role of the SD?
5. Who was the leader of the SD?
6. What was the Gestapo?
7. What ratio was there for Gestapo to 

police?
8. What was a “denunciation”?
9. What was a Block Leader?

10. What was the process of making 
institutions more Nazi called?

1. What was a “Wild Camp”
2. When did Dachau open?
3. What was the name of the SS units 

that ran the Concentration camps?
4. Give one example of a Nazi 

newspaper?
5. What city were famous rallies held 

in?
6. When was the Berlin Olympics?
7. Which women directed the film 

“Triumph of the Will”?
8. Who was Georg Esler?
9. Name one clergy who opposed the 

Nazis?
10. Who were the Swing Kids?



Changing Lives, 1933-39 - Checklist
Topic RAG

Work and Home

Women’s Lives

Young People - Schools

Young People - Youth Organisations

Growing Persecution of the Jews

Kristallnacht

Anti-Semitic Legislation

https://www.needpix.com/photo/179353/checklist-clip-board-blank-to-do-control


Work and Home
● Small businesses- 1933 Nazis increased tax on big 

businesses. 
● Farmers and peasants- The farm law said farms needed be 

passed through generations. So population in rural areas 
decreased.

● Industrial workers- the war made more industrial jobs.
● Wages were frozen but prices for food was rising. 
● Deutsche Arbeitsfront (DAF) - German Labour Front was 

ran by Robert Ley, by 1939 it had 29m members.
● Strength through Joy (KDF) - cheap holidays and cruises
● Reich Labour Service - built big govt projects i.e motorways
● In 1938 the DAF created the Volkswagen scheme. If you 

paid 5 marks eventually you would own a car. No one ever 
received a car.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/autohistorian/31866156303


Women’s Lives
● Nazi’s said that women should not smoke, wear make-up and 

they should traditional clothes, work in the kitchen, be strong 
and join National Socialist Women’s League.

● Loans were given to women to encourage marriage and children 
- they gave 1000 Reichsmarks and women had to give up job.

● To encourage children loan repayments were reduced to a 
quarter and if you had 4 children you did not have to pay the 
loan back at all. 

● Medals were given for having children 4=Bronze, 6=Silver, 
8=Gold.

● 1938 - divorce made easier so women remarried and had 
more children.

● Marriages increased, births rose but declined, employment 
increased. 



Young People - Schools
● In 1933, only teachers who would follow Nazi 

orders were allowed to teach. A Nazi Teachers 
League was formed, by 1936, 97% were 
members. Students reported on teachers with 
anti-Nazi sympathies. Teaching was Nazified.

● Nazi schools were set up including: Napola run 
by SS/SA and Adolf Hitler Schools aimed at 
creating future leaders. They were a massive 
failure.

● The curriculum was closely controlled by the 
Nazis. History lessons taught Aryan 
superiority, Geography taught Lebensraum, 
Maths worked out savings made by killing the 
disabled and Race Studies was introduced.



Young People - Youth Organisations
● Late 1920s- Nazis set up Hitler Youth (HJ). 

Different sections for boys and girls. 
● 1936 - Membership became compulsory.
● 1939 - Compulsory to attend meetings.
● Meetings focused on Nazi teachings & physical 

activities.
● Boys were prepared for army duties e.g. morse code 

tests, map reading, firing rifles.
● Girls focused on domestic duties and military nursing.
● Both could go on holiday camps (particularly 

attracting working class).
● Some argue the impact of the Hitler Youth (HJ) was 

limited. Many found were bored and others resisted 
the political messages.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild_119-5592-14A,_Gruppe_von_HJ-Jungen.jpg


Growing Persecution of Jews
● Mein Kampf was filled with anti-semitism. It 

followed 19th century philosophy and science to 
create a belief system about race.

● Ubermenschen were an ideal Nazi race. These 
were Aryans, with as the ideal, blonde hair and 
blue eyes.

● Untermenschen were sub-humans. These included 
gypsies, black people and Slavs (Dungervolk). At 
the bottom were Jews, who received the most 
vicious hatred.

● Jews were anyone with Jewish grandparents. They 
were called Mischling.

● The Nazis believed race could be determined by 
measuring facial and body features. 



Kristallnacht
● 9th and 10th November 1938 Jewish 

homes and businesses were attacked.
● Known as The Night of Broken Glass.
● 17 year old Polish Jew murdered German 

embassy official in Paris.
● Hitler’s response said if attacks occured 

and police should not stop them.
● 267 synagogues destroyed
● 7500 Jewish-owned businesses had 

windows smashed and looted.
● 91 Jews were murdered and there was 

rapes and suicides.
● SS and Gestapo arrested 30,000 Jews

https://www.flickr.com/photos/notionscapital/10765203766


Anti-Semitic Legislation 1933-39
● March 1933 - Jewish lawyers banned and 

judges suspended.
● September 1935 - Nuremberg Laws - 

Marriage and sex outside of marriage between 
Germans and Jews was punishable by 
imprisonment.

● November 1938 - All Jews were expelled from 
state schools. Jews are no longer allowed to 
buy newspapers. Jews are banned from owning 
businesses. Jews are banned from cinemas, 
theatres etc.

● Many other laws were introduced and it was 
often the minor or petty ones that highlight 
the depths of the anti-semitism.

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Yellowbadge_logo.svg


Test Yourself
1. How much did a Volkswagen cost a week?
2. What did the KDF do?
3. What was the unintended consequence of 

rural areas of the Nazis new farm laws?
4. What kind of physical features made the 

ideal German woman?
5. How did the Nazis attempt to encourage 

women to have more children
6. What was the DAF?
7. Give one example of a project done by 

the Reich Labour Service?
8. What % of teachers were members of the 

Nazi Teachers League?
9. What were Adolf Hitler schools?

10. Name a subject added to the curriculum?

1. What was the HJ?
2. What year did membership of the 

Hitler Youth become compulsory?
3. Give one example of an activity done 

by boys in the HJ?
4. Give one example of an activity done 

by girls in the HJ?
5. What does Ubermensch mean?
6. Who were the Dungervolk?
7. Who were the Mischling?
8. What date was Kristallnacht?
9. How many synagogues were 

destroyed?
10. What were the Nuremberg Laws?



Germany in War -Checklist
Topic RAG

Move to War Economy

Impact on German Civilians

Wartime Opposition

Total War 1943-45

Desperation - 1944

Chaos, Destruction and Peace - 1945

https://www.needpix.com/photo/179353/checklist-clip-board-blank-to-do-control


Move to War Economy
● By June 1940 Germany had taken 

Denmark, Norway and France.
● December 1939, Hitler announced that 

Germany would become a war economy.
● All industries had to support the war 

effort to meet targets.
● In 1939, 23% of the goods produced in 

the German factories were related to the 
military. By 1941 this had risen to 47%. 

● 55% of the German workforce was 
employed in war-related work.

● Germany spent large sums on aircraft 
production despite an inefficient war 
economy. 



Impact on German Civilians 1939-42
● 1st winter - brutal - factories engaged in war productions only- 

schools, business closed 
● Stortages - Spring 1940 - food, other  products -war cut most imports. 

Own agricultural production fell dramatically, farm  workers went in 
armed forces

● Rationing introduced - controlled foods, clothes, etc. Ration cards 
ensured Germans fed, people reported to Gestapo if complained. 

● Women - never used in factories due to Nazi beliefs, still war changed 
aspects  of their lives e.g. restrictions lifted on their education. 
Employment laws changed in 1939, number of working  women rose. 
1939 -  760,0000 worked in war industries, by 1941 - 1.5 million.

● Bombing and Evacuation - Spring 1940, RAF began bombing industrial  
areas. Autumn  1940, cities faced 3-4 night of air raids, used shelters. 
September 1940, voluntary evacuation  programme, children over age 
over 10 placed in camps in Hitler Youth. Many parents reluctant e.g 
Berlin - 260,000 eligible children only 40,00 participated. 

 

 



Wartime Opposition
1. July 1944 bomb plot. Colonel Stauffenberg decided to kill Hitler, 

brought explosives to a meeting with Hitler. The bomb went off 
and he assumed Hitler was dead. The bomb did not kill Hitler, 
Stauffenberg was arrested and his companions and killed by firing 
squad the next day. 

2. Public criticism - Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a Protestant Pastor 
who secretly passed messages to the underground resistance he 
was killed 2 weeks before the end of the war. Rosenstrasse 
(1943) women shouting to give their Jewish husbands back.

3. Secrets leaflets and postcards. White Rose was a group at Munich 
university, they printed leaflets and handed them out, they were 
caught and executed. Otto & Elise Hampel hand wrote over 200 
postcards to refuse military service, they were killed in 1943

4. Passive resistance from the population. Examples were: saying 
Good Morning rather than Heil Hitler, telling anti-Nazi jokes, 
reading banned literature, listening to BBC and hiding Jews.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild_146-1972-025-10,_Hitler-Attentat,_20._Juli_1944.jpg


Total War 1943-45
● 18th February 1943 - Goebbels addressed a 

large public meeting with the words ‘Total War - 
Shortest War’

● The Nazis finally tried to mobilise women in the 
war effort.

● Anything that didn't contribute to the war 
effort was eliminated.

● Shortages became worse - August 1943 the 
production of civilian clothes ended.

● There was an increase in propaganda encouraging 
Total War.

● Late July 1943 - 40,000 civilians were killed in 
Allied bomb attacks. 

● 750 planes attacked Berlin. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild_146-1968-101-20A,_Joseph_Goebbels.jpg


Desperation - 1944
● People struggled to survive in the ruins of 

bombed cities.
● In the summer of 1944 there was the 

increase of arrests and executions.
● The July bomb lead to 7,000 arrested by 

the Gestapo and SS and they executed 
5,000.

● Half a million of Germans were forced to 
become soldiers and there was an increase 
in forced labour. Around 7.6m foreign 
workers were brought to Germany.

● Volkssturm was created and every male 
was forced to join between 16-60.



Chaos, Destruction and Peace - 1945
● In March 1945, the British and Americans 

entered Germany from the west. 
● On the 30th April 1945, with the Russians 

moving into Berlin, Hitler took his own life. 
A week later the war in europe was over.

● In the last few months of war the Nazi 
leadership panicked. The country began to 
fall apart. Ration cards became useless as 
the shops ran out of goods. 

● Food shortages, millions faced starvation. 
Allied bombers launched ferocious attacks 
on Berlin and other cities, in February 1945, 
nearly 4,000 tons of high explosives were 
dropped on Dresden.



Test Yourself
1. What did Hitler announce December 

1939?
2. By 1941 what % were involved in the 

military?
3. What kind of things were rationed?
4. How many children were evacuated?
5. Who was Von Stauffenberg?
6. What was the Rosenstrasse protest?
7. How did the Hempel's protest?
8. Give an example of Passive 

Resistance?
9. When did Goebbels announce a move 

to Total War?
10. What does Total War mean?

1. Why was there an increase in 
propaganda during the Total War 
period?

2. How many people were arrested after 
the July 1944 bomb plots?

3. What was the Volkssturm?
4. When did Hitler commit suicide?
5. What did millions of Germans face by 

the end of the war?

Think about how this 
information will help you answer 
source questions!



Occupation Checklist
Topic RAG

Occupation in the East

Occupation in the West

The Holocaust - 1st and 2nd Solutions

The Holocaust - Final Solution

Response to Nazi Rule - Collaboration

Response to Nazi Rule - 
Accommodation

Response to Nazi Rule - Resistance

https://www.needpix.com/photo/179353/checklist-clip-board-blank-to-do-control


Occupation in the East
Nazi occupation of Poland- Started the invasion on 
1st September 1939. The invasion was complete in a 
couple of weeks. 
The removal of the people and culture- Poland was 
used as a testing ground for the rest of Europe, the 
aim was to remove as many slavic people as they 
could. 
Dungervolk- Dungervolk meant dung people, by 1945 
1.9 million non-Jewish Poles were put to death, 1.5 
million Poles were deported to Germany to work in 
labour camps.
Polish Jews- 1939- 3.5 million Jews between 1942 
and 1945 Germans killed. 3 million of these in 
Concentration Camps and Death camps 
Polish resistance- 1944- people in Warsaw did an 
uprising. This led to Hitler ordering the destruction 
of Warsaw and all it’s people- 200,00 were killed 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Europe_under_Nazi_domination.png


Occupation in the West
● German rule in Eastern Europe much harsher than in 

West. Hitler had long wanted to expand east into 
Lebensraum, as Germany’s Aryan population grew. 

● This expansion at expense of inferior Poles and Slavs 
to the East. 

● Expansion undertaken to expand Germany itself and  to 
destroy the Nazis’ racial enemies. 

● In contrast, conquest of Western Europe, e.g 
Denmark, Norway to the North, was completed to gain 
vital war resources and to stop a French invasion of 
Germany. 

● Western Europeans were not viewed as racially 
inferior and there was no long term plan to absorb 
these territories into Germany, but rather to keep 
them weak and dependent on an enlarged Germany. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:German_soldiers_before_Arc_du_Carrousel_1940.jpg


The Holocaust- First & Second Solution
First Solution:

● 192,000 Jews lived in Austria before the Nazi invasion. 
● As Nazi occupation began Jews were humiliated and 

beaten. They were made to scrub off anti-Nazi 
graffiti.

● The SS organised to steal Jewish valuables & property.
● Many Jews wanted to leave Austria the Nazis were 

happy to help. 110,000 Jews emigrated in 2 years. 
(Austrian Solution)

Second Solution:
● Sept 1939 - Germany took Poland (changed scale of 

‘Jewish problem’)
● Polish Jews put in Ghettos - largest in Warsaw. 

445,000 Jews - ⅓ of the city
● High walls with barbed wire, multiple families in each 

room/apartment.
● Cramped condition led to disease and death. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Stroop_Report_-_Warsaw_Ghetto_Uprising_06b.jpg


The Holocaust- Final Solution
● Phase 1: Einsatzgruppen. These were 

mobile killing units. Carried out by SS, 
police and locals. Around 1 million were 
killed. Often made to dig their own 
graves.

● Slavic people were considered as 
sub-human and they wanted to starve 30 
million Soviet civilians and prisoners of 
war.

● Put a quarter of a million disabled and ill 
people to death.

● Exterminated half a million Roma gypsies. 
● Sterilised deaf people. 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei:Execution_of_Poles_by_German_Einsatzkommando_Oktober_1939.jpg


The Holocaust- Final Solution - Phase 2 Gas
● Phase 2: Death by Gas. Wannsee Conference 20th Jan. 

1942, led by Reinhard Heydrich ‘planned the death by 
gas.

● All Jews taken from Europe to extermination camps in 
Poland. Adolf Eichmann was put in charge.

● In Auschwitz, Chelmno, Treblinka, Sobibor - Zyklon B gas 
was dropped into gas chambers. Dead bodies then taken 
for cremation.

● 12,000 killed a day in Auschwitz. Over 1.1m in total in 
that one camp

● By 1945- 11 million Jews, Slavs, Gypsies, Communists and 
Homosexuals were murdered.

● 6 million of these were Jews.
● Auschwitz was liberated by the Russians in January 1945.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bones_of_anti-Nazi_German_women_still_are_in_the_crematoriums_in_the_German_concentration_camp_at_Weimar,_Germany.jpg


Response to Nazi Rule - Collaboration
● Coco Chanel became a famous fashion designer & 

perfume maker. When the Nazis occupied France 
(1940s), Coco was given the option to leave, she stayed.

● She became friends with Nazis and began a romance 
with a Nazi officer. 

● In 1941 she tried to persuade the Nazis to remove the 
Jewish directors of her company. This would have 
gained her sole ownership had she succeeded.

● After the war, she is questioned by authorities. Lack of 
evidence and her connections meant she wasn’t convicted. 

● The Chetniks were a group of Serbian nationalists. In 
1943, they helped Nazi that had invaded Yugoslavia.

● In Latvia a group created by the SS called Arajs 
Kommando and they killed 26,000 Jews.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gabrielle_Chanel_en_marini%C3%A8re.jpg


Response to Nazi Rule - Accommodation
● The Danish people were allowed to 

keep their government during the 
war in return for establishing 
favourable relations with Germany.

● Industrial production and trade in 
Denmark was redirected towards 
Germany. 

● In return, the Danes were able to 
reject German demands for 
legislation against their Jewish 
people. 



Response to Nazi Rule - Resistance
● Andre Trocme- A pacifist who cared 

deeply about all human beings. 
● He arranges Jews to be hidden e.g in 

schools, hotels, some escaped to 
Switzerland. 

● From 1943- Trocme had to look after 
himself. He saved 5000 Jews by 
September 1944.

● Many people in France took part in minor 
resistance acts - listening to BBC.

● French who actively resisted were 
executed in the execution chamber in 
Paris.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Resistance


Test Yourself
1. When was Poland invaded by the Germans?
2. What were Dungervolk?
3. How many Poles were deported to 

Germany?
4. How many Polish Jews were murdered?
5. Why was western Europe invaded?
6. Name one country in Western Europe 

occupied by the Germans?
7. What was the “Austrian Solution”?
8. Why did the “Jewish Problem” change in 

September 1939?
9. How many Jews were killed in the 

Holocaust?
10. Apart from Jews name another group sent 

to the Death Camps?

1. What were the Einsatzgruppen?
2. How many were killed by the mobile 

death units?
3. What was the Wannsee Conference?
4. Name one of the Extermination 

Camps?
5. What was name of the gas used?
6. Give an example of Collaboration?
7. Give an example of Accommodation?
8. Give an example of Resistance?
9. Give an example of minor resistance 

to the Nazis?
10. Why have some argued that the 

French Resistance was exaggerated?



Answering Source Questions
Remember COP

Content
● What does it show? 
● How is it drawn? 
● Is it positive or negative? 
● What language does the writer use? 
● What has the writer or artist included or 

excluded?
Origin

● When was it made? 
● Was it before or after an important event? 
● Is it a traditional, revisionist or modern 

historical view?
● Did they have access to all the information?
● Where was it produced?

Purpose
● What is the interpretation trying to 

achieve?
● Is it trying to educate, entertain or 

misled?
● Who is the target audience?
● Is it for personal use, government, or 

the general public?

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nazi_Germany_NSDAP_poster.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Propaganda_poster_for_Adolf_Hitler,_1943,_Deutsches_Historisches_Museum,_Berlin_(40202704661).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazism_and_race

